
Dear Friends and Family,
In the last weeks, we feel like we have been living out Romans 12:15 - rejoicing with those who rejoice and weeping 
with those who weep. First the good news.  

Winston and Marnie are back! 
Winston and Marnie, our pastors, have returned from their 7-month time-out 
and sabbatical. They seem to be refreshed and ready to take the reins. Leading 
the church together with Talitha and Tim, their adult children, has been both 
rewarding and at times challenging. People have repeatedly expressed their 
appreciation for our presence and leadership. We were very touched when 
Winston and Marnie thanked us and said that our being there made their time 
out possible and literally saved the church.  Little did we know almost two years 
ago when we said yes to helping them what it would mean. Truly God led us 
there “for such a time as this.”   
The pastors were missed, but we believe we more than met the goal we had set 
of maintaining in their absence. We were able to give the church back into their 
capable hands with new faces and an upbeat atmosphere. Our Alpha course 
is full, and we have a waiting list for the next one. On February 26, we had a 
welcome-back service for them. Many in the church expressed appreciation 
and gratitude for all Winston and Marnie have done for them over the years.  
Last weekend we had a leadership retreat to reconnect as Lead Team.  All 6 of 
us sense that there is something fresh in the air. We are eagerly looking forward 
to the next chapter of our church, the Oase (Oasis). 

Indescribable Suffering in Syria 
A devastating earthquake struck Turkey and north-western Syria, on February 
6. Many of our Syrian friends fled from this area. We have reached out in the 
last weeks to hear how their families, relatives, and friends who are still living 
in Syria were affected. It is heart-wrenching to hear their stories. Here are just 
two of the reports we heard.  

Our good friend Ibrahim lost 10 relatives. Three of his cousins, including one 
family with three children and another with one child all died in the earthquake. 
Like all the others who left Syria as refugees, if he returns, he would be put in jail 
as soon as he crosses the border. Because of this, his family moved the memorial 
services to Beirut, Lebanon making it possible for him to attend. We are helping 
him purchase 12 tents for other relatives who have lost their homes. 

Continue on back...

De l  &
Jeann ie
Penner
W E L C O M I N G  T H E  F O R E I G N E R , 
E N C O U R A G I N G  T H E  C H U R C H ,  
E Q U I P P I N G  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R A T I O N

M A R C H  2 0 2 3

Our first evening together as the 
Lead Team after Winston and 

Marnie’s return.

We pray for a good start for us all 
in this new season



In his heart, he carries the weight of financial responsibility for his family in Syria, part of the mentality of a collectivist 
culture. We have had multiple opportunities to share Jesus with him, but last week he was more open than we have 
ever experienced him to be. It is clear his Muslim faith is not sufficient for the hopelessness 
he is experiencing right now. He desperately needs to know the love of the Father to carry his 
burden.  

Yasar, Hanan, and their 2 children are from Aleppo, Syria. Over a cup of coffee, Hanan shared 
with us how her heart is hurting for those suffering in the city where she grew up and still 
loves. She and her husband’s relatives and friends are still living there. 
She shared how the suffering is simply indescribable. First the destruction from years of war 
and now this disastrous earthquake. Houses are destroyed or weakened, food is scarce, and 
everything is very expensive. 
Hanan is a Christian.  She was part of a Christian church in Aleppo as well as worked in a 
Christian college before they fled the war. She has funnelled her efforts to help by 
creating a bank account here in Germany connected with her church in Aleppo 
making it possible for donations here to be distributed there by the church to those 
in need. 

Ukraine
Just a short update on Ukraine. We are still in 
contact and still involved. Thanks to your help, 
we were able to purchase 8 wood stoves, supply 
the needed wood to keep the stoves burning 
and give many in the church and area food. We 
are also supplying food for them to have a meal 
after church. One young teen said it is the most 
stable meal she has all week. Sergey is still busy 
with all this. It is a work in progress!  
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Prayer Requests:

1. Families who have loved ones in Syria. Most are earning minimum wage 
here in Germany and are barely making ends meet but they have 
incredible pressure to try to help the financial needs of their loved ones in 
Syria. Also pray for their suffering family and friends in Syria, that God 
works in this great darkness. (“The people who walk in darkness will see a 
great Light!” Isaiah 9:2)    

2. Pray for us that we can be the heart, hands, and feet of Jesus at this time 
to these precious people God has connected us with.  

3. The Oase and what the Holy Spirit is doing here. Especially for us as the 
leadership team that each of us knows our place and together lead the 
church into the next phase of what Jesus is wanting to do in and through us.  

4. Lastly that God brings an end to the war and suffering in Ukraine.  

Each famliy receives a 
ration of food for the week.

Sunday’s lunch

A happy mother to have heat and a 
place to cook.

 Wood was scarce for awhile, but it 
seems to be more available now.


