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January 21, 2023 was my 70th birthday, and God used that event to prod us into considering a return visit to 
the Canary Islands.

We left the Canary Islands seven years ago after serving there for four years. We had ministry reasons and 
personal reasons for leaving. God even had reasons for our coming back to the States that we did not know 
about at the time, like my Parkinson’s surgery.

Looking back, we can see God’s hand in taking us there, and we can see His hand in bringing us back home. So 
now, after all these years, why would He ask us to go back? Yet God seemed to say that we could not continue 
to move forward until we went back for healing. My 70th birthday was merely an excuse to respond now to 
God’s leading, rather than procrastinating. 

We took this photo at the spot where God brought healing. The mountain in the 
background is Teide, a dormant volcano, and the highest place in all of Spain. It 
symbolizes the island and its people. In the lower right of the photo, in the blue 
haze you can see the town of Puerto de la Cruz, where we lived and worked for 
four years. As we looked at this scene, Becky heard God whisper to her heart 
“You did your best, now move forward.”

Another reason God took us back to Tenerife 
was to help a friend with a pastoral transition. Ruben was a lay leader in our 
church in Venezuela in the 1980s. He returned to Tenerife and started a house 
church, which we visited numerous times. God blessed the group with growth 
and they acquired a vacant church building. In 2010, he invited us to pastor an 
international tourist church in a nearby town. 

Now Ruben wants a positive and healthy transition as he prepares to leave the local church to a younger 
pastor. Our visit helped him process “what’s next”. The incoming pastor 
said he hopes to have the kind of relationship with Ruben that he saw 
between Ruben and me.  

What is the next adventure? Come and see!

Blessings,

February 2023
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