
SANDY BRI TNELL |  CH I LDREN OF DE ST INY

JANUARY 2023

Graduation from baking class

Several weeks ago, Jim and I were preparing for our December trip to 
Nicaragua. Our vocational center celebration was set for December 8 with 
one hundred sixty students receiving diplomas for a year of studies in the 
areas they selected.  We had planned a lunch buffet to serve 350 parents, families, 
and local dignitaries. There was a lot of preparation and everyone was so excited. We 
were so looking forward to be able to be there and participate as well! However, on the 
morning we were to fly out of Pensacola, a dense fog settled over the city, delaying our flight, and making it 
impossible for us to make the trip. We hurriedly made arrangements 
to leave the very next day, but the same thing happened, and we were 
not able to travel that day either. It became clear that we would never 
make it to the celebration on time. The celebration and graduation 
took place without us, but they sent us pictures and videos all day 
long. Even though we weren’t able to be there in person, we were so 
excited to share in the celebration with the teachers and students in 
their accomplishments!

Our vocational school is 2 years 
old now.  The project continues 
to gain momentum, and now 
more than ever, I sense the Lord's hand of favor and blessing on 
our students and in the communities we are reaching. Our weekly 
Bible studies are very popular with our students and even with teens 
who don't attend our classes. We 
continue our food distribution 
to the neediest families in our 
area.  Over the past year we have 
been able to not just feed these 
families, but to do repairs on their 

homes and on the equipment they use to make a living. Because 
of your continued prayers and support, we have been able to feed 
our students breakfast and lunch each day they study in our center.  
Several of you helped us buy shoes for 46 students, supplies and 
sewing machines, computers and baking supplies....the list goes on!
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2022 has been a year of receiving and passing along blessings on a daily basis! This month I will 
celebrate 25 years of ministry in Nicaragua.  What a journey it has been!  My goal has always been to 
care for those whom no one else can or wants to.

I want to wish each of you a Happy New Year and leave you with this blessing from the Old Testament:

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you;

The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.

(Numbers 6:24-26)

Looking forward to serving in Nicaragua with you in 2023.
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