
Dear Friends and Family,
We are writing this update from the U. S. A.  where we are spending some enjoyable time 
with our children and grandchildren. Our goal is to spend six weeks in the States in the fall, 
three with our “American” children, and three with our home church, friends, and supporters in 
the Michiana area. This year, Jeannie flew two weeks earlier than planned. Her brother Carl 
passed suddenly, and she wanted to be in Goshen for his memorial service. Del then joined 
her in Washington, where we enjoyed a week with Jill and her family. Right now we are in 
Oklahoma with Marc and Stephanie’s families. It’s nice to take a few weeks to enter the world 
of our kids and grandkids.  

Church News
Our pastors, Winston and Marnie, are back! Well sort of. They came back to support the 
church in our absence. We return to Germany on Nov. 18th. Two days before we arrive, they 
will leave for a two-month sabbatical in the U. S. and their homeland, Suriname. This time 
away was planned before their sick leave. We all felt they still needed more time away from 
the church before they take up the full responsibilities again. 

What effect does Russia’s invasion of Ukraine have on our life?
When traveling and meeting with people in the U. S.  we are often asked what effect the war 
in Ukraine has had on life in Germany.  Poland, which is about the size of New Mexico, is the 
only country between Germany and Ukraine.  This war feels too close!  A few of our observations are:

• Every day there is something war-related in the news.

• Losing over 50% of our nation’s gas supply, previously supplied by Russia, has put pressure on us all. We are being 
asked to save electricity and gas in any way possible. Public buildings have turned down the heat and unnecessary 
lighting is being reduced. The prices have skyrocketed!  

• We’ve mentioned we have a Ukrainian lady and her 13-year-old son living in our downstairs apartment. It’s going 
well. She’s a good cook and the smells that come from under her door are wonderful, there are a few spices though…. 
She uses my washing machine, but not my dryer. If I understood correctly, she said people in Ukraine don’t have dryers 
or dishwashers. We can’t talk to one another unless we have our cell phones and use a translation app. It’s frustrating, 
but we say hello and smile at one another a lot. 

• We’ve noticed a significant increase in the level of anxiety. The pandemic and then Russia’s invasion of Europe, 
considered impossible only a year ago, is causing feelings of helplessness and pessimism about the future. It seems like 
a kind of dark cloud hanging over many Germans. 

• Germans are more favorably disposed towards the Ukrainian refugees than the large influx of refugees in 2015, 
but their understanding is growing thin. We are nervous about what could erupt as our energy costs increase and the 
government is supporting refugees and not helping the Germans more. We are hearing, “Why are we helping so many 
foreigners? Will there be enough for us too?”  

• Just as in the US, our food costs have increased dramatically. 
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Like most other public buildings in Germany, the Cologne 
cathedral, one of the most-visited tourist attractions in 

Germany, is no longer illuminated at night.
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Will Ukrainians return to Ukraine after the war? 
We recently asked Oleg Schmidt this question. He and his wife Snezhana were pastoring a church in Ukraine before 
they, along with their eight children, moved to Germany. They have been part of the church for four years, speak 
German, and are very active in church life.  This family has been key in helping us connect to the 30 to 40 Ukrainian 
refugees attending our church either regularly or sporadically. Oleg told us that there are basically three categories 
of refugees. 1) Those who will definitely return as soon as the war is over. These are usually the wives and kids whose 
husbands and fathers are still in Ukraine.  2) Those who aren’t certain. Ones who have started a new life in Germany, 
are learning German, and their children are in German schools. The longer they are in Germany the greater the 
chance they will stay. 3) Those who have decided to stay in Germany. The families that got out at the very beginning 
of the war. They are motivated to integrate into society, and Christians into German church life. Those in categories 1 
and 2 often struggle to take part in our German church services. We offer translation into Russian, but it’s still hard to 
understand everything.  They miss having meetings in their heart language. For this reason, our once-a-month Oasis 
Russian-speaking meeting is well attended with around 100 Russian speakers, mostly Ukrainian.  

In closing
We are looking forward to seeing many of you in Indiana and Michigan. We wish we could spend some time with each 
of you over a meal or cup of coffee. Thank you so much for all you do to partner with us in Germany to welcome and 
integrate the foreigner, encourage the church and equip the next generation.  

The Schmidt family has been such a blessing to our 
church and to the many Ukrainian refugees. 
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