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SERVING VULNERABLE CHILDREN + UNREACHED PEOPLES THAT THEY WOULD  
PRAISE + PROCLAIM JESUS CHRIST IN UKRAINE + AROUND THE WORLD!

I walked into the church in Bucharest and was immediately greeted by two little girls 
with mismatched clothes and runny noses. They couldn’t have been more than two or 
three years old. I chatted with them in Russian for a few minutes before moving on to meet 
the staff at UBC 22. Several Romanian churches and organizations have banded together for 
8 months serving Ukrainians fleeing the war. I had the opportunity to serve with (un)adopted 
and Lifeline on this trip, connecting with Romanian partners who serve vulnerable children 
in their local contexts.

Less than an hour later, I was in the chapel of the church (hosting the Refugee Center) leading 
a group of Ukrainian women. Nothing went like I had planned! I had prepared slides and 
videos - the TVs shut off in the first 5 minutes. I forgot pieces for the Brain Game — about how 
trauma changes our brains. No one was available to watch the children, so about 15 minutes 
into our group, those little girls came bursting into the chapel. 

It wasn’t what I had planned, but the Lord knew and He used it. The interruptions were 
not actually interruptions - but opportunities. I interacted with those sweet girls - Adriana, 
Sophia and Evelina - as real-life examples of how to connect with children using principles 
from TBRI Practitioner training.

Over the course of two hours, their mom shared her story. She 
grew up in a hard place, witnessing abuse and living in poverty. 
She now has eight children under age 16, including the three 
girls under 3 years old that were with us in the chapel. Her 5 
oldest children are in the Romanian foster care system, but she 
desires to be reunified with them. The trauma this family is walking through began long 
before February 24th, and the events of this war have only magnified their plight. 

This is just one story of hurt and trauma that exists in the world. Leaving the church that 
day, I wondered to myself, “What was the point? Did that even help? What will change for that 
family or any others”. However I know the answer: the Gospel changes everything. 

In a short time with those precious people, I was able to weave the Gospel into our discussion. 
We have a beautiful picture of our God who does not see us as an interruption, but 
deeply desires to connect with us. That evening in a devotional, my colleague Bucky 
shared with them how God reveals His plans for us much like a flashlight - one step at a time. 

If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,” even the 
darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you. For 
you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I 
am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
- Psalms 139:11-14

We pray that the Lord would make Himself known to these Ukrainians who have 
graciously landed at a center run by people who love Jesus. We pray they would trust in Him 
as Lord and Savior, becoming a part of an eternal kingdom that is not tied to any country or 
citizenship on this earth. We pray they would find comfort in Him as the One who can soothe 
their hurts. Please pray with us for Ukrainians and all those who are sacrificing to serve them.

Working with Ukrainian refugees 
staying at a camp in Romania.

Evgenia, a Ukrainian believer who is 
now serving in a Romanian church.

Ira (blue sweater) has 8 children in 
Romania.

These precious women fled Ukraine 
when the war started - both of them 

have sons fighting in the war.
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Family Update
The kids are still navigating displacement and feeling like they don’t “fit in”. This breaks our hearts as 
parents, but we trust that the Lord will comfort them and give us wisdom to know how to help. The big 
three are making great progress academically, and we are thankful for wonderful teachers who understand 
how to help.

We want to share with you a very personal family need, specifically for our children. During the last 8 
months, our family has been tested like never before. Living cross-culturally is stressful and challenging in 
“normal” times, but being relocated by war without choice is unknown territory for us.

We plan to attend a Debrief & Renewal program with Missionary Training International in Colorado Springs. This is 
a significant financial investment into the mental health of our family navigating grief and displacement. We are 
praying for partners who would give a one-time gift so that our family can receive much-needed counseling 
together. If you feel led, please give through Globe International under “Ministry Fund” for this need.

We pray for the Debrief & Renewal in November to be fruitful, encouraging, and effective. We pray for our 
children as they process their big feelings. We pray for God’s wisdom as we parent and disciple our four 
incredible kids!

We praise God for how He has graciously loved us and led us so far - we pray we will submit to His future 
leading, to the glory of His Name!

in Christ, Madison + Yura

Serving with Petry and Kyle Groza of 
Regen Foundation Romania.
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Serving with Alina of Romania Without 
Orphans and UBC22 in Bucharest.

UBC22 is serving refugees in Bucharest. They 
have rooms, a kitchen, clothes closet, and 

services for Ukrainians.

We know that many of you are receiving our updates because you gave to the War Relief 
Fund earlier this year. We are grateful for your support for Ukraine! If you would prefer not 
to receive any more communication via mail, please contact Globe International.


