
Dear friend:

This is a tale of three trips. Each one as different as possible from the other. Each one an impressive work and blessing of 
God. 

The international council. This is going to get good!

I returned a while back from the first trip to meet with the team I will be working with at an international level. Wow, 
you cannot imagine what a team! These are all continental directors, amazing leaders. There’s Tammy, a brilliant life-long 
missionary that is over Europe, though that is mainly to the countries that were behind the Iron Curtain, and who speaks 
some of the world’s most difficult languages. Then there’s Ricky, who is originally from China, and is directing most of our 
efforts in Southeast Asia. There’s Andy, who is responsible for our work in Africa, the Middle East, and Muslim countries. 
And there’s Hector, my assistant for Latin America, an exceptional pastor and brilliant businessman, who has asked for 
a two-year window before taking the full responsibility for that area, but is also part of the team. World-wide, there are 
more projects going on and opportunities than you can imagine, especially in the parts of the world where there is great 
persecution. Please pray for us!

Portugal, the second time around. The amazing favor of God!

I got back from Portugal two weeks ago and cannot be any more excited. There’s amazing news. This time I went with a 
new friend, Buck Waters. This guy made the trip non-stop fun, but he had incredible contacts. Two opportunities have 
opened up through Buck that are game changers for that country:

1. Buck proposed that we have lunch with his friend which Ivonne and I met back in May, Lidia. Back then, I reported 
about that meeting, and some interesting possibilities that could develop. Lidia works with the Portuguese Bible Society, 
which is the only Christian organization that is in contact with all of the churches in that country. But after that meeting in 
May, we did not hear back from Lidia, and it seemed as if that fell through. As we sat with Lidia in a small, neighborhood 
restaurant in the outskirts of Lisbon, eating an exquisite cod meal, typical of Portugal, she gave us news that I wasn’t 
expecting. The Bible Society’s board has approved to work with INSTE in the whole country of Portugal! I am scheduled to 
return in January to do the training (probably with Buck, twice the fun). Furthermore, this will probably put us in contact 
with other Portuguese-speaking countries around the world: multiplied opportunities!

2. But Buck had another trick up his sleeve! Many years ago, when he was a missionary to Portugal, he became friends with 
a pastor that was initiating a church. That church today is bursting at the seams, which is quite extraordinary for Europe, 
and much more so for Portugal. Eddy, the pastor, was so excited about INSTE, that he announced at the church service 
that Sunday that they were beginning to use INSTE next year. So, on my trip to Portugal next January, I will have a second 
training seminar with his leaders (about 100, he said). 

3. And there’s even more, though it’s in another ball park. Pastor Eddy was travelling to Tanzania two weeks later to work 
with an enormous church that has planted something like 1,000 churches there, and he is so excited about INSTE, that he 
convinced that the thing they need the most is INSTE. That could do serious damage to our world-wide statistics. And 
what’s beautiful, is that Tanzania is surrounded by Muslim countries, a golden opportunity to make a difference.
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35 years ago!!!!

The third trip was to Honduras. Thirty-five years ago, two people who didn’t have 
any idea of what they were getting into said “yes” to spending the rest of their lives 
together. That’s Ivonne and I! If we had to do it over again, we would say “yes” a 

million times over. I (Johnny) was able to make 
a quick trip to Honduras with airline miles to 
be with her for that special date. But trips to 
Honduras are a lot more than spending time with 
my sweetie pie. It was a whirlwind of preaching 
engagements, counseling sessions, and meetings 
with the pastors that I pastor. I didn’t have time 
to blink, and it was over! By the way, here’s the 
word after 35 years of being married. Every 
good relationship experiences storms (especially 
when there’s somebody like me, a bull-headed 
perfectionist). But keep sailing, don’t jump the 
boat, because after the storms, there’s amazing 

lands waiting for you (the book The Good News About Marriage, has solid research 
that blows holes on the popular narrative that most marriages are destined to fail, 
and it demonstrates that once they pass the storms, most marriages enjoy good 
relationships).

More trips, more need for your prayers

Yes, there’s a bunch more this year, including a big meeting with Brazilian pastors 
that holds a great potential. There’s also a summit in Panama with all our National 
Directors from Latin America and Spain. Both of these trips are exceptionally 
important for us, please pray for us!

The strategic plan

And there’s the plan we are working on for the work in the next five years. I’m 
discovering that this is exceptionally difficult, as I am just beginning to learn what 
I have to do. But it’s coming! I would love to put that plan in your hands when it is 
ready!

We’re excited!

We need so much wisdom and guidance, more than ever before. And we need for 
Ivonne’s residence to come through. Please pray for us!

In Jesus’ love,

GLOBE INTERNATIONAL
P.O. BOX 3040

PENSACOLA, FL 32516-3040

There are so many neat stories 
everywhere we go about what 
Jesus is doing, it would take a 
bunch of books to tell them. One 
of them was at a church I was 
invited to preach at in Honduras, 
of Carlos, a pastor we have 
mentioned several times who is 
really crazy, a beautiful, Jesus 
loving, crazy. Before I preached, 
Carlos had three men stand in 
front of the church to pray for 
them. They were homeless and 
probably glue sniffers (drugs). 
You can only see two of them in 
the picture. They guy with the 
orange shirt used to be homeless. 
This church pulled him out of the 
street, got him in love with Jesus, 
he studied high school, college, 
has a real decent job, is married, 
and is a leader of the church. But 
all four of them used to live in the 
street together. Talk about the 
power of the Gospel!


