
We traveled to Michigan at the end of April for a ministry trip. We spent the first Sunday at 
one of our partner churches, Fresh Start Community Ministries of Ogemaw County. We 
spoke in the main service that morning and shared God’s heart for the lost, then stayed 
afterwards for a potluck lunch and had a great time of fellowship with the congregation. 
The second Sunday we spoke at another partner church, Faith Alive Church in West 
Branch. We shared in both services what God did in 2021, then also spoke to the children 
about missions and how the “lost sheep” matter to Jesus. We are so grateful for our 
partnerships with both of these great churches as we continue to reach the lost, the 
lonely, and the forgotten ones with the love of Jesus TOGETHER!

LOCAL MISSIONS
We continue to minister to the homeless community of Pensacola every month. Not 
only have we built some strong relationships with many of them over the past three 
years, but this has become tremendous grounds for street evangelism training. We’ve 
had a number of people ask if they could join us. Since we try to keep our groups small 
(6-8 people) when we go out, we’ve started a rotation of volunteers. It’s been amazing 
to see these volunteer’s confidence grow as they see how simple it really is to share the 
gospel of Jesus with people in practical ways. Through our acts of serving, God shows 
up and brings healing, deliverance, and freedom to these souls living on the streets. I truly 
believe the Lord is using these outreaches to build boldness and faith within the body of 
Christ to take His love to the streets in our everyday lives!  

Our partnership with Youth-Reach Gulf Coast continues to be the standard for what a 
healthy partnership looks like. We love serving their residents and serving together with 
them. The Lord has really been telling me to be more intentional in discipling young men 
and has given me a deeper burden to be a father to the fatherless. YRGC has allowed 
me to walk in that more the past several months. I still do overnights once a month and 
spend time with all of the residents doing activities, but my role of serving there has 
shifted more to one-on-one discipleship with the upper level guys now. Not only do I take 
them through the book “The Resolution for Men” for 15 weeks, but they also do homeless 
outreaches with us, serve in the community with us, and do life with me. Justin Devonte 
Spead, is a great example of that. Over the past nine months, we have spent countless 
time together. From missions and serving trips, to walking through inner healing, to daily 
outings just hanging out and having fun. 
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YOUTH CAMP 2022
This was our second year being invited to Camp Baldwin. I had the incredible honor 
of speaking to roughly 70 teenagers from Mountain Home (AR), Du Quoin (IL), 
Birmingham (AL), and Pensacola (FL). After spending a week with these amazing 
young people and seeing God move in their lives, two things jumped out to me: 1) we 
hear/see so many negative things in the media nowadays about today’s generation 
that it’s easy to feel hopeless. I’m here to tell you differently. I watched teenagers who 
were broken and hurting be healed by Jesus, experience Him in a new way, develop a 
hunger to pursue Him, be used by Him, and set a standard of purity for Him. We need 
to be PRAYING FOR THEM…DAILY! Their generation is under major attack from satan. 
They need adults who will love them and speak truth, not offer judgement. They need 
us to mentor them and show them that there is a better way, and His name is Jesus! 2) 

This has sadly become a 
fatherless generation 
because so many dads 
have either fallen asleep at the wheel, abandoned their 
responsibilities altogether, or have abused it. I heard so 
many teenagers struggling with insecurities, self-loathing, 
self-esteem, trust and abandonment issues, and identity 
crisis that all stemmed from father wounds. There is hope 
for today’s generation. Rather than sitting back and watching 
them drown, WE need to offer a hand and help rescue them! 

BEING A BRIDGE

At the beginning of the year, God gave Hayley and I both a word for 2022 during our 21 day fast. Hayley’s word was bridge, 
and mine was conduit. We knew what these two words meant, but didn’t have a heavenly perspective yet of why God 
gave them to us. Then in June, He began highlighting various faith-based programs/organizations that deal with addiction 
recovery and restoration. The first was Ryan’s Hope, a re-entry program (or 
halfway house) based in Lakeland, FL. They had also just opened a second 
location in Atmore, AL, which is 1 1/2 hours north of us. In July we took a trip 
to Orlando for a conference and felt the Lord telling us to connect with Ryan’s 
Hope. So we met with the executive director and toured their facility. It was an 
instant connection in our spirit. When we returned home, the Lord opened the 
door to meet with the intake director of Teen Challenge-Pensacola also.  Shortly 
after that, God connected us with Huts 4 Our Friends, a ministry in Pensacola 
that is helping the homeless get off the streets and into short-term housing. 
In addition to these new relationships, we currently have great relationships 
with Youth-Reach Gulf Coast (young men 18-22), Youth-Reach Houston (boys 
12-17), Home of Grace in Vancleave, MS and Big Fish Ministries in Foley, AL 
(both addiction recovery programs). This is the bridge element that God was 
speaking to Hayley back in January. As we go out after the lost, we can then 
connect them to the proper faith-based organizations who can walk with them during their restoration journey. As for the 
word conduit, God showed us that WE are to be a conduit, meaning that we are to carry His power and His presence with 
us and operate in His fullness when interacting with the lost, the lonely, and the forgotten. 

We can’t thank you enough for partnering with us. Your prayers and monthly support allow us to answer the GO! 
Together in the harvest,

Generation NOW!

Brian Eskelinen, Executive Director of Ryan’s 
Hope


