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Fall has arrived!

Greetings from the north woods which is Sheboygan, Wisconsin. Summer 
came and went in a heartbeat. Now the coolness of fall is in the air and 
soon the bite of winter’s chill will be nipping. The warm days never last long 
around here. The key to enjoying summer in Wisconsin is summed up in 
the phrase, “Don’t blink!”. It’s not all bad though, I mean, where else can you 
go to make a snowman in October?

I am the vine

What do you think of when you look at this 
picture?

Somehow this branch got separated from 
the vine. Jesus might have been looking at 
a similar vine when he said:

[4] Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. [5] I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. John 15:4-5

What a vivid reminder of how much we need Him. Notice the verse doesn’t 
say, “Follow my rules…” or “Don’t miss an opportunity for communion.” 
Jesus said to abide, or stay, just as He stays with us. Separation leads to 
lost fruit and a disastrous life. Life is too short to drift from the presence of 
our savior. As we measure our life by the word of God we can grow closer 
to Him and have a fruitful life. 
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Rejoice in the Lord

Philippians 4:4 says to rejoice in the Lord always, that’s a very broad statement. 
Here’s a few specific reasons to rejoice:

1. Salvation. Jesus died for our sins and rose again to save us from our sin.
 
2. The Holy Spirit. When we believe, the Holy Spirit moves in and stays with us 
to guide and empower us throughout life.
 
3. He’s coming back. Jesus promised to return. When it looks like the world is 
careening out of control, rest assured that Jesus will break in at the perfect 
moment to take us home with Him.
 
4. Providence. The Lord is in control of every detail of your life and mine. There 
are no loose ends God has missed. We can rest in His ability to work all things 
together for good to them that love Him. 

There’s four good reasons to do a little dance before going to bed tonight.

Health update 

There’s currently no evidence of cancer but some of the numbers in my blood 
tests are indicating otherwise. My tumor marker (or CEA for those of you 
medical types who know what that means) has been trending higher all year 
and continues to climb. It is supposed to be around 3 but it is about 10 times 
that as we speak. Please pray that this situation will resolve itself. I really want 
to be done with cancer but if God has it in my future so be it. #pgfwabf. 

Stay warm 

As we break out the flannel sheets and turn up the electric blankets, remember 
to abide in Jesus and stay warm in His love. 

Until next time,


