
DEAR FRIENDS & FAMILY

M A R C H  2 0 2 0

The Stubenrauchs in
T H A I L A N D

August 2022

Worshipping together in Khon Kaen

Worship at the Khon Kaen prayer house

Teaming up with local immigration to 
help those in need

“Could you explain to me how the string works in that ceremony?” 
Brian took the opportunity to ask a group of Buddhist monks 
some questions as we walked through a museum in our city 
highlighting the culture and art of the Northern Thai people. We 
were looking at a tiny diorama of an ancient religious ceremony 
that would have taken place at the four corners of the city of 
Chiang Mai during its founding in the Middle Ages.  While knights 
were roaming and monks in monasteries were painstakingly 
hand-copying manuscripts of the Gospels in Europe, the city of 
Chiang Mai was being built. Learning about this city has been a 
gift to us. We have lived in four different provinces in Thailand 
within three very distinct regions. Each region has a distinct 
dialect, distinct food, distinct history, distinct music, distinct 
religious practices, and even distinct weaving patterns. We are 
still learning about the history and culture of Chiang Mai, which 
has been very well preserved through poetry, books, artisans, 
architecture, and archaeology.  No matter where we live in the 
world, learning the stories and history of a people helps so much 
to build friendship and understand the hearts and minds of those 
we live among. It is a privilege for us. It unveils places in cultures 
where God is working and places He wants to bring healing. I 
believe it helps us love our neighbor as ourselves. Needless to 
say, we are enjoying being students in our new city! 

Speaking of being students, three of our teenagers have just 
finished their Thai language reading and writing course. Thai is 
a tonal language which means words have completely different 
definitions depending on the rise and fall of your tone. These teens definitely know the tone 
rules better than their mama now! Before, they would ask me to read something to them in 
Thai and want to know why that specific tone goes on that word. I would sheepishly tell them 
that I can’t remember the rule but I do know the tone is right. Now, they can tell me why! This 
feels like a monumental accomplishment for us. Rejoice with us! 
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English in the village with a few of our 
students

This past month our family was able to visit several new churches and Brian preached in 
Thai at a few of them. We have continued a Monday evening English-teaching outreach in 
an unreached village about 30 minutes from our home. English teaching can always draw a 
crowd! Brian also visited an unreached tribal village with some tribal pastors (from a different 
area) who used the tall, white, “tourist” man as a reason to come visit and talk to the folks there. 
Whenever the villagers asked why they were there, the pastors said that they had brought the 
“white tourist” to show them around. The people of the village thought that was a fine idea 
and it opened many doors and hearts. We will let you know what becomes of this story as it 
unfolds.
 
Right now, Brian is back in Khon Kaen visiting, encouraging, and joining in worship and Bible 
training with the believers where we used to live. He took Micah along this time and everyone 
was so excited to see this half-grown teenager.

We love you all and are so thankful for faithful friends. The love and grace you’ve lavished 
on our family over the years brings such joy to us as we remember our visits with you. May 
the peace of God rule and reign in your hearts and minds as we, together, look forward to the 
beautiful things that God is doing in the earth. 

With love from Thailand,

Teaching at a school for underprivileged kids

A medieval stupa in front of the cultural museum Helping with a church plant near the northern border of 
Thailand


