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Feliz Cumpleaños, Idalia! We’d been planning for weeks to celebrate 
Idalia’s 30th birthday by spending the day in Granada, the oldest and 
most picturesque city in Nicaragua. An enormous volcano, Mombacho, and a 
lake, dotted with tiny islands created in the past by volcanic eruptions, set the 
backdrop for our stroll along the shore. Since Idalia is deaf, she depends on her 
other senses to experience life around her - the feeling of the sand between her 
toes, the sight of colorful boats and waterbirds, and the fresh breeze blowing 
off the lake carrying the smell of fish! We topped it off with lunch at a garden 
cafe, surrounded by beautiful flowers, a flowing fountain, and pottery and 
artwork created by local artisans. Above our table hung a chandelier made of 
origami. Since Idalia loves art, the atmosphere itself was a gift of great value! 
As we sat around the table talking and signing together, we had a moment 
that brought laughter to us all. Picture it if you can: I accidentally dropped my 
hamburger bun on the floor beside my seat. As quickly as I could, I snatched it 
up and said/signed, “Three second rule!” (Nicaragua has that rule, too!)

Elijah’s Pantry: One home we recently started visiting is the home of Silvio. At 
thirty-five, he has terminal cancer and is bed-bound. We take food from Elijah’s Pantry for his family but we 
also take time to visit, pray and share. One particular afternoon, we read from John 14:3, where Jesus told his 
disciples that he was leaving them but was going to prepare a place for them and would return to take them 
to be with him. It was then that Silvio shared with us that he had just asked Jesus to come into his heart a few 
days prior. It was a very special moment as each of his family members acknowledged that Jesus was their 
Lord and Savior. As we prayed in a circle around him, Sylvio stretched out his hand to join the link. Pray for Silvio 
and his family - Reyna, his wife, Aynor, his son (13 years old) and Natalia, (10 years old).

Surfing Again! After a lengthy absence due to afib (atrial fibrillation), I finally 
got back into the water. It was amazing and felt like I’d received the biggest 
hug ever! As if planned, all of my friends, even ones I hadn’t seen in many 
years, were out in the water. Many conversations have struck up in the water 
over our boards, not just in the four walls of a church building, and this day 
was no exception as I gave God glory for sustaining me. The Lord draws each 
of us in very different ways and setting! 

Sewing Ministry: Georgina is my sewing apprentice and is also attending sign 
language classes. In the future, she will be able to interpret the classes for 
deaf women who are learning to sew.

With much love and appreciation,

Celebrating life together!

Georgina using our new serger!


