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“Can you read the label on the bottom of the crate? MADE IN USA!” A PowerPoint slide of a Thai person in front of an imported crate appears 
on the screen. “This is our problem!  We are following a model developed in an environment very different than ours. For example, in the United 
States, rural agricultural workers are educated and own their own vehicles. Any Sunday, they can hop in and drive to a church. Trained pastors 

are abundant.  Not at all like here in the Isan. The USA model works somewhat in Bangkok and urban 
areas because of the availability of public transportation and educated clergy; but when it comes 
to rural Isan, this model provides no answers. The good news is that this man (a picture of George 
Patterson appears on the screen) developed a model in rural Honduras, an environment much like 
ours. We, with an Eastern Mennonite Missions team, used Patterson’s model here in the Isan; and 
here are our results...”

I was standing in front of 45 Christian Missionary Alliance Pastors and church members holding a 
workshop to introduce our Nehemiah Project. You see, after Nehemiah surveyed the neglected wall 
around Jerusalem, his next step was to motivate the Jerusalemites to build the broken sections of the 
wall in the areas near their houses. Now, I found myself challenging these Isan believers, to initiate 
multiplying village-based churches in the neglected villages around them. 

Another slide is displayed. A broken motorcycle is located on the right side and a set of carpentry tools is located on the upper left quadrant. “You 
see this motorcycle? It’s broken. Can you fix it with these tools? No! Decades pass us by, 
and nothing changes, because we lack the proper tools. I know, because I first moved to 
the Isan three decades ago and the same villages remain neglected. If we are limited to 
these tools, things will continue as is.” With a click, a set of mechanic tools appears on the 
lower left quadrant of the slide. “How about if you had these tools?” I imagined Nehemiah, 
in front of the Jerusalemites, exhibiting construction tools for building the wall.

Surprisingly, George Patterson found his tools to initiate a rural village church planting 
movement in the Book of Acts.  So, I display two slides with stick figures. The first shows a 
man cutting boards. I explain that this man measures each new board using the previous 
board. After cutting 2,022 boards, the last board is much different than the first. The boards 
represent the evolution of church planting models developed as society changed overtime 
from an agrarian society in undeveloped nations to an industrial society in developed 
nations. The second stick figure shows a man holding a measuring tape. It represents duplicating the church planting model developed by the 
early apostles in a predominate agrarian society. “Nowhere does the Bible tell us that, in planting churches, we must follow the model in the Book 
of Acts. But can we agree together to not forbid others to use practices from that model, especially if it fits their context?” I was setting them up. 
You see, the established model in Thailand requires 12 years of basic education and 4 years of Bible College to become a pastor. Then, the church 
must have 35 registered members and a building to register as a recognized church. Every one of these requirements have been added since the 
time of the early church. Every one of them deems the lesser educated rural Isan rice farmer unfit for pastoring and makes village-based church 
planting almost impossible. The openness to new tools garnered from the practices of the apostles from the book of Acts will be necessary to 
initiate village church planting movements among the rural Isan people.    

After the workshop, two pastors contacted us for further discussion. Doors have opened for multi-week training in three churches. Every Sunday, 
I train 2 hours in the mornings and 2 hours in the afternoons. It’s much more than just telling them to go and build. They must first acquire the 
new tools and gain competence in using them.  Pray for us as we trailblaze in developing these multi-week training sessions. Pray that more 
Isan believers catch the vision and join the work of initiating village-based church planting movements that can be led by 
the lesser educated agricultural workers throughout the neglected Isan villages. Thank you for praying and supporting us.
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