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My trip back to the Philippines at Easter proved a big surprise to many in Mindanao, not 
at the least to the schools that our ministry supports and they view me as what is called a 
“Stakeholder”. Being acknowledged as a Stakeholder to a local school is a big thing in the 
Philippines and to be honest is a bigger honor than I first realized. In truth, having a person 
who is seen as showing an interest in the school, it’s students and staff, are coveted by the 
schools and it seems in our area they are in high demand! Nice to be wanted, eh!!!!

My time allowed for me to visit with the staff at Kimaya Elementary, although, because the 
Dept. of Education is still enforcing pandemic restrictions, Kimaya Elementary was student- 
less, as it’s still unable to have face-to-face in-person, students in the classroom. At the time 
of writing, I’ve just been informed that face-to-face classroom attendance with 50% capacity, 
meaning student grade years attend on different days, for only 2 days a week per grade year. 
They are taking modules of work home to be completed. Hopefully next school year, August, 
they will have returned to “normal” classroom attendances. I spent a morning with the 
teachers. Sadly the new principal, Ma’am Marites Mercado, was unable to attend as she was in 
Cagayan De Oro city. I gave a word of encouragement to the staff and reinforced what a great 
job they were doing under very trying circumstances, which they themselves are not immune 
from. I was able to provide some boxes of copy paper, much needed at the school, and a cash 
donation towards a wooden structure at the school gate to offer some shade through the now 
enforced “new norm” of triage at the school boundary. 

While at the school, the former school principal, Greg, showed up to see me and chat with 
me. I’ve known Greg since the start of my adventures in Kimaya and he now is the principal 
of a local “integrated” school just further north than Consuelo at Artadi (Integrated means a 
combined K though 10th grade). We attempted to meet a number of times, but it didn’t work 
out. Maybe next time? I did get to meet with some of the staff and encourage them and pray 
for them. They were very appreciative and happy to meet me, given I was a stranger to them. 

My main contact at Kimaya is Ma’am Casiel Ayudtud, a nice, caring lady. Since my return to 
the US, they have already begun construction of the structure and are awaiting a further 
donation to complete it. This is life in the Philippines, do what you can and then halt until 
further funds allow. The teachers were ever so grateful for my being there, and it inspired 
them in these difficult times. People want to know they are valued and appreciated, more so 
today than ever, it seems. Since arriving back, the staff (all female) received a ministry-sent 
box of personal items for them and they were full of gratitude.
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My other school is just further north in Barangay Consuelo. Consuelo Elementary School is situated on the same main national 
highway as Kimaya Elementary. Being in the heart of Barangay Consuelo, it’s a much bigger school, as the seat of the Barangay local 
government unit provides a much larger population providing for bigger pool of students. Consuelo, earlier in March, received its 
Safety Seal for the Dept. of Education, which allowed for face-to-face classroom attendance with 50% capacity, on a similar basis 
to that described for Kimaya. Being a larger school, there are both male and female members of staff, with another female principal, 
Gemma Bagnol, who happens to live down the road in Kimaya! Because of their needs, I was able to purchase a new 3-in-1 Epson color 
printer and copy paper for the school’s use. Which was, in reality, a drop in the ocean for their overall needs, but we do what can, 
right? I had taken some items as gifts like lipsticks and deodorants for both elementary schools, as both of them were due to receive 
the boxes sent back in January. Just as I had done at Kimaya, I gave an encouraging talk to all the staff and thanked them for their 
herculean efforts during the pandemic to keep their students supplied with lesson plans and modular worksheets for homework. 
Many of the teachers go above and beyond what they are required by the Dept. of Education. I had the privilege of being the guest of 
honor at the school’s semester awards ceremony. I spoke to the assembled staff, students, and parents regarding the importance of 
education, loving God, and obeying their parents.  All the honor students (90% or above grade scores) were awarded certificates of 
achievement for that semester. It was a hot day, but a very worthwhile and enjoyable time with everybody.

At the time of writing, mid- July, I have just been informed that the Philippine Department of Education has announced that the start 
of the new school year, August 8-10, will see the reintroduction of face-to-face in-class instruction across all forms of education, 
Bless God for answered prayer.
 
Thank you all for your continued support on every level, prayerfully, financially, and emotionally. Thanks for believing in me enough 
to send me to reach the lost and disciple the saved.

Live Loved and remember, that with Jesus You’ll Never Walk Alone! 
#YNWA 

- Dave & Margie Stafford
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