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“Pastor Kim invited the regional CMA pastors to our church for dinner on Friday. We want you there to share. Can you 
come?” Joy, the Korean missionary we are mentoring, was excited to let us know her husband’s plan. A few weeks earlier, 
we told her of our desire to introduce the Nehemiah Project to all the pastors in Northeast Thailand. Unfortunately, we 
did not expect that she would set up something so soon.  When the phone rang, we had just arrived in another area of 
Thailand. We would not be able to make it.

When we returned home, we invited them to our house for dinner.  Right after accepting 
the invitation, Pastor Kim called me back. “Can I bring a local Thai pastor? He wants to 
meet you.”  I was pleased.
When Pastor Kim and Joy arrived, not only the local pastor came, but his wife and two 
teenage children were with him. Karen said it was a miracle that there was enough food to 
feed us all. Pastor Kim’s enthusiasm over new believers coming to faith through the coaching 
his wife received from us was the reason why this local pastor wanted to meet me. Using 
the Train and Multiply Curriculum, Joy trained three of their members to plant and pastor 
churches in three villages. Then, while they were on a three-month medical sabbatical, 
those village churches faithfully held weekly worship services on their own. This convinced 
Pastor Kim that training lay workers to do church planting in the villages is a legitimate way 
to advance the Kingdom. He now wants this shared with all the other Christian Missionary 

Alliance pastors of their region. I then learned that the local pastor, Pastor Pai, is the overseer of the twenty-two Christian 
Missionary Alliance Churches of this region. His churches are in urban centers in the four Isan provinces of Sisaket, Ubon 
Ratchathani, Surin, and Buriram. 
As I communicated the principal points of the Nehemiah Project with Pastor Pai, Pastor Kim and Joy gave affirmation. Then, I 
showed him the latest statistics of the number of active worshippers from our work in Ubon Ratchathani Province. The sum 
of the active village church worshippers led by lay workers in each district is substantially higher than what their traditional 
churches led by Bible college graduates had been able to produce. Since 
village churches can worship in homes, pastors are bi-vocational, worship 
style is simple, and our apprentice style pastoral training is multipliable; 
the potential for expansion is unlimited. We are convinced that grass root 
church planting movements like these are what is needed to finish the task 
of reaching the Isan.
At the end of our conversation, Pastor Pai decided to set up a regional 
workshop for June 28th. At this meeting, we will introduce the Nehemiah 
Project and offer coaching to those who decide to begin this journey. We have 
invited some of the leaders who have been trained by us and some whom 
they have trained to take part in the training. Please pray for us for wisdom 
in preparing for this meeting and for the meeting itself. Pray that God gives 
us the anointing of Nehemiah that will motivate these pastors to take up the responsibility in training their 
members to plant village churches in the unengaged villages in their districts. We believe that this is what 
the Lord has us here for. Thank you for your prayers and support.
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