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Early morning departure at Manila
Clothes growing out of my head with 

Jonalyn Omac
Bonding time with Kimaya Missionary Church and 

Chosen Generation (SDA)

Gingoog City

All aboard the jeepney

Wow, how time flies! It’s like I’ve never been away, the time is moving so fast! All the more reason 
to be who we are in Christ and live for Him every day, even in the little ways!

A BIG thank you to everybody who made my trip possible. You raised the money to cover all 
my expenses and I’m exceedingly grateful. A group of my partners made a big effort to help 
cover my costs, so again, you know who you are and lots of thanks for what you did. My overall 
assessment of the trip was God showed up and He showed off, which is what He does best!

The journeys went as well as could be expected in this Covid-driven environment. It’s still a long 
way! I’ll cover some items in more detail in the next few newsletters. But I did go straight to 
church on the Saturday of my arrival and stayed on to speak with the Kimaya AY in the afternoon 
(Adventist Youth).
 
Easter Sunday saw a packed meeting at Consuelo Community Church with Pastor Richard 
Labor. It was hot and sticky and the atmosphere was full of praise and worship, and it was loud! 
Significantly, the Lord was in the house, and He was moving on our hearts. After I finished 
preaching the word, I was deliberate in giving the congregation the chance to respond. The 
call to salvation was given and I think 14 people came forward and we led them in prayers of 
repentance and asking the Lord Jesus to become Lord and Savior of their lives, hallelujah! 
Further opportunities were given, and I prayed for, and laid hands on, maybe 80 or so. Many 
received a fresh touch from the Holy Spirit, some were healed, some delivered and set free from 
oppression and demonic possession. I was soaking wet at the end of our over 3-hour Easter 
Sunday Service, glory to God! I was taken home to my host home and after two and a half days 
of crossing the Pacific and with Jesus hitting the ground running, I was glad to get home and 
change my clothes!

On Monday I hired a car and drove myself for the first time, an experience indeed! As I grew in 
confidence, I began to enjoy the new adventure, mindful of needing eyes in the back of my head 
and loud blasts on the horn. Most of my travel was along the coastal main national highway 
between Gingoog City and Consuelo to the north, with Kimaya in between. My trip up to 
Civoleg was interesting, the road partially closed by landslides, and when I arrived at Civoleg 
I had to leave the car on the main road close to Civoleg SDA Church because the “road” to my 
accommodation was unfit for my car and we didn’t want to chance damaging the undercarriage! 
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Hello everybody! Hope you had a great Eastertime!
The last time I was physically in the Philippines was with Margie in October 2019 and 
you may recall I was on my way for Easter and graduations for March/April 2020 when 
the pandemic hit and everything around the world ground to a halt! We had fl own to New 
Zealand for the wedding of our eldest grandson Simon, and as a result I was locked out of 
the Philippines and Margie and I were both locked down in New Zealand for 7 long weeks! 
Having said all that, by the time you receive this update I should already be on the southern 
Philippine Island of Mindanao. Bless the Lord! 

Also, a BIG THANK YOU to everybody who donated to make the trip possible. As we are 
more than aware, the cost of everything is shooting up and that includes the Philippines.
The journey would have taken me two and half days, leaving at 7:30am on Thursday morning, 
arriving at 9:40pm Friday evening in Manilla. With a change of terminals and airlines it puts 
me on a 4:40am departure on Saturday morning. I am expecting to arrive in Kimaya around 
10am Saturday morning, walking into my fi rst worship service with Kimaya Missionary 
Church (SDA) and then the Adventist Youth program for the Chosen Generation afterwards. 
Easter Sunday sees me traveling from Gingoog City north through Kimaya to Barangay 
Consuelo to speak at Consuelo Community Church for Pastor Richard Bendoy. I think it’s a 
case of hit the ground running or the ground hitting me!

Just for information purposes, I will be 13 hours ahead of those of you in the USA and about 
8 hours ahead of the UK. So, Saturday morning preaching at my SDA connections will be 
10am Saturday or for those in the USA 9pm Friday evening. 8am services on a Sunday will 
be 7pm Saturday evenings in the USA. Please pray for souls to be saved and for believers 
in Jesus to become more mature in the preaching and teaching of the Word of God during 
my time in the Philippines. 

The balikbayan boxes we sent last November and December, are arriving in Consuelo, Kimaya 
and Gingoog City. Those with school supplies are already in the process of being distributed. 
Boxes sent for Easter outreaches have arrived. At the time of buying and shipping, I had no 
idea that I’d be in territory helping distribute these gifts! I will get to participate in giving the 
gifts that YOU sent in the powerful name of Jesus. I, for one, can’t wait!

Pastor Richard’s outreach group Christ Ambassadors were thrilled to receive their 
backpacks which they will use to carry supplies and new testaments to the tribal families 
in the mountains.
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Pastor RichardHappy children at Civoleg Mission Father Jerry with youth at ICC 

New Backpack at 
Immanuel Community Church

Grateful hearts in ICC Gingoog City
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Said “hello” and they ran away

Edge of Gingoog City
Rae Tero wearing one of our T-shirts

Civoleg is part of Gingoog City jurisdiction and the climate is technically a rainforest zone sitting at an altitude around 2,600 feet and 
higher still. It made for much cooler weather than the coastal strip and everything at lower elevations. It was great for me, but many 
complained to me how cold it was, which became a reality when I took my morning (cold, very cold) shower! It had rained every week 
for ten weeks but when I visited, it was dry for the three days I was there, with glorious sunshine. I had to return the next day, Monday, 
and it was pouring down with rain and very low visibility due to the heavy mists and rain.

The balikbayan boxes we had sent for Easter had arrived and of the five sent, I was able to help distribute three of them at outreaches 
which took place at Civoleg SDA, Kimaya SDA and Immanuel Community Church in Gingoog City. What a joy and privilege to distribute 
these much-needed supplies, with every person hearing that the gifts are given as a practical show that Jesus loves them, and 
that God the Father has not forgotten them. Because of the Lord, and you our partners, we’re making a difference in people’s lives, 
practically and spiritually. Many people of all ages are still amazed that a person can travel all the way from America just to spend time 
with them and to be with them. 

I’ll share more good news details about the trip over the course of the next few newsletters, they will tell stories of real people really 
being blessed through our partnership and just what an inexpensive gift a Bible or New Testament can do to lift a person’s spirit and 
soul!

Thank you all very much for sending me (Dave) to Mindanao after a thirty-month hiatus due to the pandemic. We appreciate all of you 
who receive our updates, and for praying and supporting me as I try my best to reach these communities for Christ. We are making a 
difference.

Live Loved and remember, as I do every day, that with Jesus You’ll Never Walk Alone! 
#YNWA

Pushing the steps out at the Butuan airport

View of Kimaya from Pasag

- Dave & Margie Stafford


