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Early in January, when our first attempt to return to Thailand was thwarted, I began to wonder if God would ever get us back. I 
reflected on the discouragement of Nehemiah in the presence of the king. When the king asked what was bothering him, Nehemiah 
responded, “The wall in Jerusalem is broken down and I want it repaired.” My discouragement was that the task of planting village 
churches across Northeast Thailand is hardly being accomplished and few are even concerned about it. 

So, I prayed to the Lord.  “Lord, if you get me back, I will serve like Nehemiah motivating the 
Israelites to rebuild the wall, I will motivate Isan believers to reach the Isan villages.” Last month, 
I wrote of how the Lord began launching us into this ministry.  We are now calling it the “Isan 
Nehemiah Project”. 

When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem, his first step was to survey the wall. So, the first part of 
my assignment is doing a detailed survey to see exactly where churches are located and where 
village church planting is needed. 

Then,when Nehemiah finished surveying the wall, he met with the residents of Jerusalem to share 
the results of his survey. This month, we are sharing the results, beginning with the pastors in our 
province, Sisaket. We give them a booklet with the details of the villages in their district and the 
surrounding districts.  As I looked over the list of the 44 churches in our province, my hunch was 
confirmed. The churches are in the towns and cities. This is troublesome because, of the 1.5 million 

residents of Sisaket, only 11.8% live in municipalities.  This leaves 88.2% of the province unchurched and unengaged. As I share, I am 
finding that the pastors are aware of the dilemma but have no answers.  Their belief that only Bible school graduates are allowed to 
pastor has blinded them from finding a solution. So, the dilemma has continued decade after decade.

Finally, Nehemiah did not arrive in Jerusalem empty handed. He came with a workable plan and resources provided by the King.  At 
this point in our conversation, we present our plan of multiplying village pastors through the apprenticeship model using the Train 
& Multiply materials. It is revolutionary to them, but like Nehemiah, not all who 
hear the plan will adopt it.   The verdict is still out. If they choose to, we will offer 
them access to the resources and coaching. 

Please pray for acceptance to the apprenticeship model of training Village pastors.  
Pray that Isan Christian workers will engage in the task of multiplying village-based 
house churches. Pray that village church planting will become the norm across 
every Isan province until the task is completed.

We are grateful for your partnership. Thank you for your prayers and support of 
this work. I pray God bless each one of you in a special way this month. 
Serving Him,
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