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“My best friend is getting married in Khon Kaen next week, can you bring us there?” We had just returned from the United States 
and Nimit and Mai were asking if we would take them to a church wedding three hours away. What God showed me in prayer just as 
we were landing in Thailand immediately came to my mind. God showed me that, for this term, we are to network with missionaries 
and Thai pastors to mobilize them towards finishing the “great commission” task in Northeast Thailand. 
I turned to Karen.  “Think of the networking opportunities this trip can provide! We can even go to Khon Kaen City and meet with 
the missionaries there. Could this be God’s way of launching us into this new phase of our ministry?”  We accepted the request, and 
sure enough, God opened doors.  Besides meeting and sharing with two pastors at the wedding, we met with two missionary families 
in the city of Khon Kaen.  

“A system which produces village pastors who can train new village pastors? That is just what we 
need!”  Missionaries, Bill and Julie Hughes, were excited. It was decided that Karen and I would train 
and coach them and their leaders in using our methodology and materials.  
Then, God opened another door. We discovered that the Evangelical Fellowship of Thailand (EFT) 
Isaan Branch would be holding their annual meeting in Khon Kaen.  The invitation and knowledge 
of this meeting was divinely orchestrated. While Karen and I were in Bangkok at the main EFT office 
extending our visa and work permit, one of the EFT leaders approached me. “Are you planning to 

attend the Isaan EFT gathering in Khon Kaen? You should attend so that the Isaan pastors can get to know you.” It was the first time 
I heard of this meeting. So, I called the Isaan EFT chairman. He gave us permission to set up a table in the back. So, on our last trip to 
Khon Kaen, we also attended this meeting along with over seventy-five Isaan pastors and one missionary. 
David Roth, a missionary from Switzerland, listened attentively to our presentation at the table. “Can you 
come and share with our church this Wednesday? We live in Roi Et Province.”  That became our next stop. 
There, I introduced them to our apprenticeship model, urged them to start training village church leaders 
and offered them our training and coaching services.  They are praying about it.  
While there, I received a message from another missionary, Steve Parlato.  Steve’s organization is already 
raising up village leaders in four provinces. Therefore, he agreed to lead four of the 25 teams.  I had told 
him about the book which I am developing for each team. The book lists village names, population, number 
of houses and has empty columns to store the information needed to keep track of the work that the team 
is responsible for. Steve texted me: “I have someone to help you make these books. Can you train him? He 
lives in Mukdahan.” Wow! Mukdahan is the next province over from David’s province where we were staying.  So, that became our 
next stop. In Mukdahan, after spending six hours in front of the computer with Doh Doh, I left him with the competence needed to 
finish making these books on his own. 
Last Saturday, after a week on the road, we finally got back to our own beds. God has done so much in such a short time. There 
is much more to be done. We are still looking for team leaders for the other nineteen regions.  Pray for our protection and divine 
contacts while we travel to these areas. Pray that God expands the vision of Isaan church leaders. Pray that they can be set free 
from traditions which hinder the completion of the great commission.  Pray that their eyes be opened to the apprenticeship training 
methodology that produces leaders who can both lead village churches and train the next generation of leaders. We covet your 
prayers. Thank you for your prayers and support. Thank you for allowing us to be your hands and feet extended to 
the Isaan people. May God bless you all.
Servants in Christ,
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