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“You were tested for Covid more than 48 hours ago. You will not be able to board!” The Alaskan Airline counter attendant pointed 
to the text on the LCD panel.  “Passengers transiting through Singapore must have tested no more than 48 hours before departure.” 
She agreed that our testing time fulfilled the requirements for our Thailand destination, but since our itinerary required us to change 
planes in Singapore, we would need new tests. Sensing our frustration and feeling that the rule was unfair, she softened her voice. 
“Let me talk to my supervisor.”  
Karen and I immediately went into prayer, “God, are you keeping us back here longer or will you make a way?” The supervisor let us 
slide and soon we were in flight from Portland to San Francisco.  
At the gate in the San Francisco Airport, we stopped to pick up the boarding passes for the rest of the journey. Directly in front of 
us, the Singapore Airline counter agent was shuffling through the documents of another couple. We prayed again. This time, God 
had other plans.  After examining our papers, the counter agent instructed us, “Go to the ticket counter to collect your luggage. Your 
Covid tests are beyond the 48-hour limit.”   
God’s grace was with us through the whole encounter.  The ticketing agent found us another flight leaving two days later. “We suggest 
you go to aisle six. There you can get an immediate PCR Covid test. After testing, you will 
receive your results within an hour. That test will meet all the requirements.”  This we did 
and we passed. 
What we did not know was that God had a special blessing in store for us.  My sister, who 
lived in Tampa, FL for decades had recently relocated to California. It turns out that she 
lives only an hour and fifteen minutes from the San Francisco Airport. She was eager to 
come and pick us up and bring us to her new home. It was a delightful reunion with her, 
my nephew and my niece.  

Then came blessing number two. Our youngest 
daughter, Naomi, lives in Sacramento, CA. A friend 
from Ecuador was visiting her. Coincidently, Naomi 
had plans to bring her friend Alejandra to San Francisco on the exact day of our new departure. 
So, at 9:00 AM, right after Karen and I checked in, Naomi and Alejandra joined us for breakfast 
at the airport and then sent us off.  God is so good.
In order to attract tourists and to let foreigners back into Thailand, the Thai government came 
up with a creative scheme called the Phuket Sandbox Project. The Island of Phuket was set 
apart and prepared to quarantine international travelers before allowing them to enter the 

mainland. On arrival, everyone is given a PCR Covid-19 test before leaving the airport. Then, they are taken to their reserved hotel 
to quarantine in their room until they obtain their results, six hours later. At that point, they are free to go to the beach and enjoy 
other activities on the island.  On day six, they get tested again. If they pass, they are released on day seven to travel anywhere in 
Thailand. We are now on day one. We passed our first test, and everything is going well. There is a risk. The number of tourists on 
the island testing positive after day six has been steadily increasing. Please pray for our protection from the virus while here. Pray 
for our adjustments as we return to the task the Lord has put before us.  Thank you for again allowing us to be your hands and feet 
extended to the Thai Isaan people. Thank you for your partnership in prayers and support.
In Him,
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