
Who knew one year ago 
that we would be hosting 
our second graduation 
ceremony on January 29, 
2022.  Our 119 students received 
diplomas, many for completing a full 
year in their chosen vocations.  Others 
were acknowledged for completing six months of 
class. The ceremony reflected the hopefulness and 
motivation of each child in learning a marketable skill.
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The ceremony was quite the 
event! At least 250 were in 
attendance, students, family 
members and friends. The 
graduates were honored and 
a typical Nicaraguan meal 
was provided. We butchered 
one of our own pigs and 
served our delighted guests 
proudly – a typical dish called 
“Vigoron”.
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At times I am astonished by the amazing creativity our 
Nicaraguan students possess. After the ceremony, a 
single mother in one of our Saturday morning sewing 
classes, wanted to show me a beautiful hat she made 
for her baby daughter. It was very cute and unique. I 
was so impressed that I asked her to make several 
more for me. She replied that she had no funds to buy 
the materials, so I quickly gave her $20.00 of personal 
funds and became her first investor!

Our newest class is a carpentry workshop. This class 
has generated a lot of interest with 45 students 
registered! Weekday classes began on January 31 
and Saturday class on January 29. We even have 
three young ladies who want to learn woodworking! 
Our shop is equipped with basic tools and simple 
machines. Our teacher, Wilmer, is eager to pass his 
knowledge on to the next generation.

A surprising highlight for us was connecting 
with five of our former residents. They were 
delighted to see us and see each other!

Our hearts are so connected with this project 
as are many of yours. I know you are with us in 
spirit but I certainly wish you could have joined 
us to witness this beautiful ongoing miracle! 

As a reminder, we have a generous donor who 
has offered to match $20,000 in donations for 
the ministry. If you would like to participate, 
please indicate on your remit slip that your 
donation is for the Matching Grant.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare 
the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 

his wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:9
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(from left to right - back row) Carlos Ivan, Janiel,  
& Carlos Uriel, 

(from left to right - front row) Aden and Daisy

"For the kids"


