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Three years ago, when we were contemplating DBS (deep brain 
stimulation) surgery some researchers from Northwestern asked me to 
participate in a Parkinson Disease study.  So I committed  to join testing 
before the surgery, at 6 months after surgery, and again at 3 years after. 
The first week in December was the 3 year mark and final testing. They 
paid for the hotel and all meals as well as private transportation from 
our home to Chicago and home again at the end. The photo (left) shows 
me prepared for testing.  Seventy people took part individually in this 
study. Preliminary findings indicate benefits for quality of life by having 
DBS surgery early in the disease process.

THIS IS RESEARCH

EYE SURGERY
Some things change with time, so I didn’t  pay much 
attention to minor difficulties when reading.  Becky, wiser 
than I am, talked me into seeing an eye doctor.

Long story short, my eyes both have dystrophy on the 
cornea causing ripples, which affects my eyesight. By the 
time you receive this, both eyes will have been smoothed 
off in surgery. Then it will be possible for cataract surgery.  
Since they only do one eye at a time for optimum healing, 
that turns this into a 3 to 4 month process. In the mean 
time, I can only read large type print.

LOCAL MINISTRY
Being a missionary is not a 9 to 5 job. It is a lifestyle. So 
local, hometown ministry happens even while focusing on 
international missionary care. Becky is mentoring young 
women, and Ken is training intercessors in their home 
church.

How Do You Tell About 
What You Can’t Tell About?
I can’t tell you about hypothetical John Doe who was so 
overwhelmed that he contemplated ending his life.

I won’t tell you about Jane Worker’s struggles with her 
children, or how single Sam feels so lonely and doesn’t 
know where to turn.

I will not tell you about these and other problems facing 
missionaries on the field, because we’ve been there. We 
have seen and reached the end of the tunnel. There is 
hope. Our workers need encouragement, not judgment.

The most meaningful, most valuable times in Member 
Care are those moments you can’t talk about because 
they are the result of listening and caring, and praying. 
Then when you least expect it, your missionary friends 
open their hearts. They expose their pain. They share their 
hopes and dreams. They trust you with their true selves 
and you had better cut out your tongue rather than to risk 
sharing publically that special moment entrusted to you 
as a gift.

So even though we will seldom share about the real work, 
and never without permission, we continue to listen, to 
pray, and to care. We do the work because there is gold 
in our missionaries and we want to protect and build up 
those precious treasures.


