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JESUS IS LORD OF GUATEMALA

Judy Ubico-Hernandez

Well blessings to you all dear ones. Here we are in November and our 
special day to give Thanksgiving on the 25th. When we really should be 
giving thanks everyday of the year. But you know it’s quite amazing so 
see how many folks here in Guatemala, where God has us planted, this 
very American holiday is now being celebrated by many Guatemalan 
people. I remember when we as a family came to settle in the 
mountains of this lovely country in 1976, no one knew about or much 
less celebrated Thanksgiving. To get a turkey, especially a Butterball, 

was impossible. I 
remember I would 
buy several chickens 
and roast them 
and that was our 
Thanksgiving dinner, no cranberry either. But hey 
that was just part of missionary life in the wilds. I 
would invite Guatemalan friends and those who 
worked with us and they loved to hear me tell the 
story of how the pilgrims came to New England, 
how the Native Americans helped them through 
the first winter, and how they celebrated together 
that first Thanksgiving. I really enjoyed sharing 
this story that I learned in elementary school 
with them. It was kind of like how we came to 
Guatemala and how our new friends helped us 
settle and learn the language and their culture. 

Now ahead 46 years, there are Butterball 
turkeys in the supermarkets, even cranberry 
and all the trimmings. So I can’t complain 
about the lack of goodies for our Thanksgiving 
dinner. But now, not only can we celebrate 
this wonderful holiday but many Guatemalans 

as well. Those who have ventured north and lived there for a time have loved many US 
holidays. On returning to their homelands, they enjoy continuing on with these newly 
learned customs. So we are not alone as we once were in celebrating our special day. 

Blessings to you all dear friends. Prayers and blessings going out to you from us here in 
Ostuncalco, Guatemala.


