
Every Friday, Yura spends time with Sergiy, a 17 year old guy 
who is really tall, and really fast! He loves music, and when he’s 
nervous he will sing right to you. Yura also gets to hang out with 
Roma, who has a hard time engaging with others, but loves to come 
to the club for teens at the JOY Center for Children with Autism.

Their Fridays include exercises for regulation, matching card 
games, interactive music lessons, crafts for fine motor skills, 
lunch preparation and chores. During the lesson, they connect 
the games with God’s character - this week they learned 
about “thankfulness”, giving thanks to God for all the fruits 
and vegetables he has made! The parents are so thrilled to 

have these trustworthy volunteers at the JOY Center - it gives them a much needed respite for errands or time alone.

Liuba, the Director of the JOY Center and my dearest friend, invited me to be a 
part of a group for moms, of the children who attend the center. We gather twice a 
month to fellowship over tea and sweets, while talking about motherhood, loving 
our children and advocating for them. We talked about strength - many of the 
moms said that others often compliment “how strong they are” to have a child 
with special needs. One mom, Natasha, said that she enjoys that compliment, 
especially on the hard days. Another mom, Oksana, said that she never feels 
strong, and that it reminds her of all her weaknesses. Liuba and I were able to 
share how God is magnified in our weaknesses, in all the ways we actually 
can’t be strong enough ourselves. Most of these women are not yet followers 

of Christ, but we pray that this new ministry 
of JOY Center at Heritage Ukraine will plant, 
water, and grow seeds of the Gospel of hope! 
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PRAYER:

1. We praise God for providing 1 more leader for Boys Club! Please pray for         
continued wisdom as Yura pours into these leaders, and for duplication!

2. Please pray for deeper relationships and unity with Believers in our local church.
3. Our landlord, Alexander, passed away recently from Covid. He was a veteran and 

cancer survivor. Please pray for his family, for us to have boldness to plainly share 
the Gospel with them, and for them to come to faith in Christ. Please pray also for 
our housing situation, as we are unsure how this will impact the rental agreement. 

in Christ, Madison + Yura Sergiy & his mom

Two of the JOY mothers!


