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Proverbs 13:12 says, “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a 
tree of life.” Have you ever really wanted something, yet when you finally got it, felt 
disappointed? When I was about six years old, I remember longing to have a certain 
pair of Barney slippers and was absolutely thrilled when I received them for Christmas. 
However, my excitement soon turned to disappointment when I discovered they were 
uncomfortably warm and too tight for my growing feet. I’m sure you can remember 
something similar in your own life. The desire for something and joy at receiving it can 
quickly turn to disappointment and sadness. In the same way, refugees often experience 
these emotions on a greater scale when they come to America. What had been their desire 

and dream for so long, can soon become a 
disappointment. As I visit with the refugees 
here in Pittsburgh, I often ask them to share 
their stories of coming to America. Many 
of them lived in refugee camps for years 
while waiting for their refugee applications 
to be approved. Now that they are finally 
in America, although they are relieved and 
thankful, their lives often continue to be a 
struggle. The ministry of Agapao is to help 
meet the needs in the hearts and lives of 
these refugees. Through your support and 
prayers, God’s love is touching the lives of 
the refugees here in Pittsburgh and making 
a difference. A small gesture of love and 
kindness means so much to someone who is feeling disappointed and 
discouraged. Thank you for the part you share in this ministry and I pray you 
will also know God’s peace and blessing in your life. 

As part of my ministry, I have the opportunity to deliver diapers and baby 
supplies to refugee families who have newborn babies. Every time I visit 
these families, the parents express their thankfulness for the gifts and often 
offer me some tea or snacks. I sometimes sit on the floor, play with the 
children, read them books, or simply hold the babies and talk to the moms. 
Recently, one of the Nepali ladies asked me to pray for her unborn baby girl 
and then asked if I would help her choose a name for the baby that started 
with the letter ‘A’. I suggested the name Aliana, which she also liked. On 
September 3rd, she texted me a photo of the baby and said they had named 
her Aliana. 
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The mother texted me these words: “Thank you for your prayers and specially name. I never forget you. Whenever I call 
name Aliana, I remember you.” I am thankful for these wonderful opportunities I have to share life with the refugees and 
demonstrate God’s love to them and their children.

Recently, I was also able to help with an outreach specifically for the refugee children. Along with several other young 
adults, we hosted a fun time of games, crafts, singing, and Bible stories. The weather was perfect and we ended the 
afternoon with a fun water balloon fight. We also gave out backpacks and school supplies as well as DVDs of the Jesus 
film in various languages. Through this outreach, I met some new refugees 
from countries including South Sudan, Uzbekistan, the Congo, and Syria. 
Whenever I’m in that apartment complex now, the children will recognize 
me and follow me to ask for toys or candy. 
 

In addition to my visits with the 
refugees and work distributing 
diapers and baby supplies, I have 
also been working on starting an 
English class for refugees in one of 
the apartment complexes here in 
Pittsburgh. Hundreds of refugees 
from Syria and The Congo live in this 
particular complex and many of them 
struggle to speak English. Learning 
English is especially difficult for the 
women because they often stay 
home all day with their babies and 
young children. The class I will be 
teaching will be for the women and 
will meet every Monday morning. 
So far, we have over fifteen ladies 

registered and several more expressed interest. Lord willing, we will begin 
meeting on October 4th and will continue through the end of the year. We 
also plan to offer childcare during the class time so the ladies can study 
without distraction. 
 
Thank you again for your encouragement, support, and prayers. This 
ministry would not be possible without your partnership. 
 

Prayer requests: 
- Provision for my financial needs and support
- Continued opportunities to meet the refugees 
- The newly arriving refugees from Afghanistan 
- Safety for the English classes
- The ladies who will come to the class 
- God to be glorified in everything I do and say 
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