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Imagine being on a flight peering through the porthole of your window seat. The view below you appears as an unending vastness of 
rice paddies. As you look more closely you catch a glimpse of scattered isolated clusters of houses.  This is the landscape surrounding 

our town: 392 villages scattered over 295 square miles. God’s love compels us to do what we can 
to make the Gospel accessible to everyone living in each of these  villages. Over the past year, we 
followed the relationship connections of the few believers God has connected us to.  Now, those 
relationship connections have all heard. Now, it is time to move on to places where we have no 
connections. How and where do we start?  

This is where my daughter Naomi with a degree in GIS mapping came in to save the day.  She did 
this by showing us how to harness the mapping tools developed by Google.  She began by importing 
coordinates into a Google map displaying the boundaries of the 30 governmental sub-districts which 
oversee these villages.  “Now Dad, click on an area. See that last number on the URL. Change it to 
16.” Immediately, the map zoomed in and across the screen little boxes representing houses became 

visible. Moving the map around, we were able to locate the roads connecting the isolated clusters.  “Now, place a number pin on each 
cluster in that subdistrict.” After I finished, I zoomed back out. An itinerary emerged. Following it would lead us through the maze 
of rice paddies to each village.  With the Windows Snipping Tool and Microsoft Word, 
I can now copy and paste and print maps to direct us to those who have not yet had a 
chance to hear the most amazing story of how an Almighty Creator God sent His Son to 
this earth to set them free from sin and grant them an eternal inheritance in Heaven.

Since the second week of April, Thailand has entered a new wave of Covid 19. Interactions 
with villagers are on hold; but that does not mean we cannot drive through these areas.  
Like Nehemiah surveying the wall before engaging in the work, each Wednesday, Karen 
and I pack a picnic lunch, chose a map packet, and follow the itinerary. During that time, 
we pray over each village and fill in their names to complete the maps. The government 
will launch a full out vaccination program starting in June. Then after a few more months 
we expect the restrictions to be lifted.  Since we cannot evangelize in the villages until 
restrictions are lifted and I have a medical procedure which I have been putting off, 
we decided to take a trip to the Portland OR area where are children are from June till 
September. Pray for our protection while traveling and for getting my medical problem 
taken care of.

The next phase of our church planting work will require a stretch of time where mature oversight is present. Taking our trip to the 
states at this time will give us, when we return, a longer stretch of time to work unhindered and more time to enlist mature coworkers 
to join us. Having missionary teammates living in the same area to cover for each other while on leave was a significant factor to the 
success of our previous pioneering work in Thailand. Therefore, we are praying for a missionary or missionary family with a strong 
commitment to pioneer work to come and be trained to work alongside us.  Pray for God to bring the right coworkers.

We want you to know that we are humbly honored for your partnership in prayer and support for this work. Thank 
you for allowing us to be your hands and feet extended to these  villagers.
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