“Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name; make known among the nations
what He has done, and proclaim that His name is exalted. Sing to the Lord, for
He has done glorious things; let this be known in all the world.”
Isaiah 12:4-5
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Happy Mother’s Day to all you ladies. It is a high calling.
Children are a gift from the Lord. We hope you enjoy the photo from
our Hungarian heart daughter, Eva, and our grands.
This month we have had guests, a dear friend, Candy spent
the night, and cousins Kathy and Eric from NC met us for lunch.
Both visits were sweet. Also, there were surprise guests that chose
to tunnel under our neighbor’s fence into our backyard. The first 2-3
month old opossum was spotted
at 3 pm snacking under the bird
feeder. So much for opossums
being nocturnal. With apples for
bait the next 3 mornings we found
an opossum in the live trap. We
released all three a few miles down
into a nice pasture land. I guess
they heard us working in the yard
and they were curious. I have been
POSSUM GUEST
replacing rotted wood fencing.
Shirley’s herb garden consists of 4 pots hung on the fence. Fresh
parsley, basil, dill, or mint anyone? For decor, we hung an old window,
made faux shutters and a faux window box that we designed. Why?
Just for fun.
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On April 22, we received another announcement from STEP that due to Covid we still shouldn’t return
to Hungary. By the end of May, many of our students will disperse for the summer, so our trip is on hold again.
This added to my grief. We have been praying for others as they grieve the loss of their loved ones and this
week we had more news of deaths of friends and their family members so we added new names to the evergrowing list of those grieving and for others dear to us that are facing very challenging health issues. Early the
next morning there was a magnetic draw from the Lord as I entered our dining room to come and sit down now
and spend time reading and praying. These words from Psalm 62:8 were a comfort. Three times in a short span
of verses it states “He is our refuge and I will not be shaken.”
My prayers and ponderings took me to these thoughts. Sometimes grief, worry, or disappointment can
weigh us down when we are slow to cast our cares on the Lord and bring all our thoughts captive to His way of
thinking. I went on to John 8:36, thinking about our freedom in Christ and that when He sets us free we are free
indeed. That is a given to those of us in Him, yet, there are times we don’t feel free and find ourselves weighted
down by the compassion we feel for others that are suffering.
Continue on back...
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We know it is a battle of our minds trying to dominate our spirits. When the Spirit rules and reigns, His freedom
is apparent. He already has made the provision for our freedom. He has broken off the chains that bound us.
When we sense resistance or are feeling overwhelmed or stewing because things don’t go as we had hoped
or planned, we find ourselves stuck in the whys and disappointments and fail to recognize those thought
patterns are reoccurring and impede our walking in freedom. Jesus continually wants us to guard our thinking,
even our momentary thoughts. We must demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against
the knowledge of God, and take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:5) so we
won’t worry, whine, dwell on the things we can’t change or speak out in defeat and frustration and miss out on
walking in the victory He paid for.
I heard His voice, “You are free, My Beloved. I broke the chains that held you in bondage. You are free,
whole, healed, delivered, and walking in My grace and purity. You are free to love Me and worship Me. You are
free to love others. The desire to control your life has been broken by surrendering to My Lordship, so you are
free to walk in victory. I have set you free. I am refining you, sloughing off impurities that need to go. Yes, I am
changing you from glory to glory. You are seeing Me more clearly, with total abandonment. I am a tender Lover
of your soul. I know what you need and what is best for you. My timing is perfect. Remember I am victorious
over all things. I delight to do My Father’s will and that is the heart attitude I want to prevail in you. You are
mine. Eternal life is My gift to you. Purposefully, I went to the cross. I had you in mind, wanting to be your total
provision. Remember My grace is abundant and free. It extends to all but can only be received by those willing
to trust Me and don’t hang on to old self-reliant ways, thinking and doing things your way. To receive all that
I have for you, keep forgiving as I have forgiven you, that keeps the door open to Me and gives you freedom
to live victoriously. I have provided an open doorway so you can walk forward with Me. When you think the
unknown seems too dangerous for you to trust Me completely, take another step of faith or you will build walls
or let others build them around you, falsely believing that those walls will provide security and protection that
only I can provide. I alone am your safety and security. My net of protection doesn’t tangle or control you.
Keep listening for My still small voice that whispers to you. My Beloved, I am your sufficiency, your balm, your
joy, your blanket of love, your grace. I am also near you. You are mine. I am the Son of God that sets you free.
I am the Savior of your soul that doesn’t want you to perish without knowing Me intimately and purposefully
delighting in Me daily doing My will. Love Me. Love others. Embrace Me. Embrace others. I used sheep as an
example because I am the Good Shepherd who goes after one and leaves the flock behind to do so. Yet when
you perceive this act of love through your insecurities you will wrongly think I have abandoned you. Beloved,
I am about My Father’s will. I am in Him and He is in Me. We see it all and know all things. I would move heaven
and earth for you because that is how great My love is for you, but I cannot because of the order that has been
established from the very beginning that is perfect. Trust Me. Rely on Me. I am faithful and True. My goodness
knows no end. You still see through the glass dimly, not because I don’t want you to see what is ahead but it is
because I know the measure you can handle that won’t cripple or overwhelm you. So, in faith, believing I am
faithful to My word, knowing my character and nature does not change, know and rely on Me. I am with you
always. You are free in Me because I have purchased your freedom. I love you with an abiding everlasting love.
My response, “Yes, I TRUST YOU, LORD, FOR TODAY, FOR TOMORROW, FOR MY FUTURE!!! Jesus, you
paid for my FREEDOM!!! I AM FREE IN You.” Can you relate to this and respond in this same way? We love and
appreciate you deeply.
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