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Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.  See, darkness covers 
the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you 

    and his glory appears over you (Isaiah 60:1 and 2). 
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June-July 
2018 

Darkness covers the earth: Anger and frustration are leading to an epidemic of violent outbreaks in our area of 
Cape Town. No jobs, no housing, no food, no money have all put people in desperate situations and opened the door 
to gang violence. 
 

Just a few miles from our home and church are 
the areas known as Capricorn and Lavender Hill. 
We call these areas our battlegrounds — gang 
areas where we like to go fishing — fishing for 
souls.  On a typical day, children fill the area and 
run to greet us, surrounding us like little 
bodyguards as we preach the Gospel. 
 

These areas have developed into some of the 
most violent districts of Cape Town. The last time 
I was in Lavender Hill, they were having terrible 
trouble with drive-by shootings and gang 
violence. One neighborhood had piled up tires, 
parts of cars, and other debris right in the middle 
of the road to try and stop the drive-by 
shootings. Chris and I went there to preach, and 
many came out to hear the Good News of the 
Gospel. Even a few Muslims listened. 
 

On another day we went out fishing. It was a 
great day to talk and minister the Gospel to these 
people. The sun was shining, and people were 
moving around but it was not as crowded as 
usual, and there were hardly any children out 
playing. These areas are the battlefields, but I 
have come to call them spiritual gold mines!  
 

We drove about half a mile further down the 
main road and saw three police riot vans parked 
beside the road. I also noticed what I call 
“military foxholes” or trenches. Then we saw a 
tent surrounded by sandbags and a lot of razor 
wire. They were constructing a bunker for 
protection. We talked to the police and found 
out that they had been brought in from a 
different city because if they are local, they become targets of the gangs. We talked to them about the Gospel, and 
they were all very open. The police all listened, and two got out of another van to join in. We then headed into one of 
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Elizabeth captured this photo of a train set on fire as she  
passed on her way to a nearby store. 

March/April 
2021 

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free” (Luke 4:18) 

 
Dear Friends, Prayer Partners and Supporters,  We are well and pressing on here in Cape Town. Life has not been easy 
the last six months or so, but we have been blessed. What a comfort God’s Word has been to us through these 
months, “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair, persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed” (I Corinthians 4:8-9).  We are also very aware that many of you have 
gone through some very difficult times and you are always in our thoughts and prayers and we definitely “Thank God 
upon every remembrance of you!” 
 

Proclaim the Good News to the Poor: Elizabeth and I have 
always loved reaching out to the poor. We began in the 
housing projects of Pensacola, Florida and have continued 
in every country we have been. When we left to go out on 
the mission field in 1985, we had $500 in our bank account 
and borrowed enough for tickets to the Philippines where 
we lived with the people for the first year. The living 
conditions were challenging and I must confess that there 
were times that I complained about the rats, spiders, ants in 
the food, bats and mosquitos. Windows didn’t have glass, 
just torn screens that seemed to trap mosquitos on the 
inside rather than the outside. We enjoyed numerous bouts 
of amoebas and Dengue Fever, not to mention the need for 
rabies shots and my passing of kidney stones. It all made 
some really great missionary stories! And now here we live 
right next to several townships filled with souls who need to 
have the Good News proclaimed to them. 
 

This day the sun was shining and it was a wonderful day to 
preach about the SON that never stops SHINING and who is 
WONDERFUL every day — heeeyyyy!  I first noticed three 
people leaning on a fence and said that we should start with 
them. Pradap, the young man from India was with me that 
day. I pulled up and asked the three if I could share the 
HOPE of JESUS with them. They were excited about the idea 
and that got me excited. To these wonderful people, 
poverty, hunger, violence, and gangs are part of everyday 
life. Many children have been shot and some killed when the 
gangs start fighting. Two older women who stood behind us 
on the other side of the road were blessed to hear the 
Gospel being preached in their community. Several times I 
would run, leaping and shouting that JESUS IS ALIVE. When 
we finished up, I noticed a man (also on the other side of the 
road) listening. I turned and looked at him and asked if he 
would like to give his life to JESUS CHRIST. He didn’t move or 
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Lavender Hill is a place of wonder. Anywhere you stop in this 
government housing area you find people packed together. 
Jobs for them are hard to find and it is one of the most 
dangerous areas.  

Beautiful people thankful for the preaching of the Good News! 



respond so I said, “The devil has your feet nailed to the ground and if you want I can come and get you.” I repeated, “I 
will come get you and you can’t outrun me, come now because I want to pray for you.” He began to slowly come and I 
asked all to hold hands to pray. I held out my hand to the man and the circle went unbroken as the old Gospel hymn 
goes. Even a young child stopped on his bike to get prayer and that man reached out his hand to him. Ohhhh….. 
ohhhh….how I love proclaiming the Good News to the poor! 
 

Another day I went into the area and turned down a road with a lot of activity and a lot of people. I spotted five 
gangsters, noticing their tattoos, so I pulled off to the side of the road. They were sitting in a circle, publicly smoking 
pot from a big water jug. I walked up and asked if I could talk to them about JESUS. The leader said to me that this was 
not the time to talk about JESUS and I should go somewhere else. I got in the car and as I was pulling out two women 
were sitting on the curb about 15 feet away form the gang. I stopped in front of them and rolled down the window, 
“Good morning ladies, can I talk to you about JESUS?” The gang members stopped and stared at me and the ladies all 
said, “Sure!” I had a large bag of lollipops so I got out and asked the ladies if they would like one. They came alive and 
every eye was on those lollipops. The gang members also shouted out a “Yes” to the lollipops and ended up listening 
to the entire Gospel message. 
 

We were blessed with a generous donation to help us distribute groceries 
to these areas that we visit twice a week. We continue to hold our church 
meetings (three times a week) and work with those recovering from 
substance abuse. More than ever, we are compelled to, “Go and proclaim 
the Kingdom of God.” Thank you for sending us and making this possible. 
 

With love and appreciation,  
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I spotted a group of street cleaners taking a break on the side 
of the road and they were attentive to the message and all 
wanted prayer. It’s great fun just looking for opportunities to 
proclaim the Good News! 

Elizabeth prepared 20 buckets of food for us to pass out to a 
small community of 20 families I found. This group had 
claimed an empty lot and constructed huts to live in. They 
were so very thankful. 
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