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Greetings and congratulations on making it out of 2020 and into 2021, of course, 
as I write, it is still the tail end of the old year. As you read this newsletter Marsha 
and I are either talking to doctors at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota 
contemplating treatment options for an aggressive cancer that doesn’t want 
to give up the fight, or prepping for surgery. I was diagnosed with esophageal 
cancer, again, shortly after writing last month’s newsletter. I didn’t want to 
rewrite last month’s letter just to make the “news” in “newsletter” more current, 
so I settled on passing along that information this month.  Perhaps, by now 
(that is the “now” that exists in your present reality, not mine) a decision has 
been made. I may even be getting treatment as we speak, so to speak. 

The choice comes down to radical surgery which comes with the promise of 
eliminating the malignancy from my system or long term treatment to manage 
rather than purge the enemy from my body altogether. There are countless 
factors that go into this decision and high stakes consequences. Right now (that is the “now” that exists in my 
present reality, not yours) we are in the information gathering stage, hoping that enough information will lead us 
to the best decision. 

Of course that is not true. All the information in the world will not necessarily lead a person to the best decision. 
For instance, if we opt for surgery, the surgeon might have had a bad reaction to eating shellfish the night before, 
lost some sleep and, as a result of fatigue, slipped with the scalpel at a critical time. At that point the long term 
treatment would have been the better option, but who knew? Only God knows - and that’s the point. 

It behooves each of us to lean on God in an uncertain world. Just as I don’t know what my life will look like when 
you are reading this, you don’t know what life will look like around the next bend in the road. The question is, do 
you have life? Do you know the giver of life? Do you have eternal life? I pray that you do. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR
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WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT?
Throughout the centuries theologians and laymen alike have struggled with the question, “What does God 
expect of me?” Answers have come in a wide range from extreme piety, even to the point of seclusion, on one 
extreme to, “if you’re not happy, you’re not holy” on the other. Some preachers teach that if you are connected 
with God you will have some sort of validating experience such as speaking in tongues or baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. Still others insist that proper doctrine will lead you down the right path. Is the truth somewhere in 
between or is it all off the mark?



J A N U A RY  2 0 2 1

Globe International • P.O. Box 3040 • Pensacola, FL  32516 

- DAVID CHRISTENSEN
preacherman@davidchristensen.life

If you expect this paragraph to provide you with answers to the questions posed in the previous paragraph 
then you, clearly, are not familiar with me. I try not to pretend to have solutions for puzzles as old as time 
itself. Shortly after God set the sun in the sky He told Adam and Eve what He expected: choose between good 
and evil. The rest of human history is about man making that choice and God interceding along the way. 

The ultimate intercession came in the form of His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, 
I know them and they follow me.” It is a very personal connection that each person must have, and, like my 
choice of cancer treatments, the stakes are high, with eternal implications. 

The walk of faith can take many forms, but be sure yours is guided by reality and truth. 

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT THE TRINITY?

The doctrine of the Trinity is essential to understanding the God of the Bible, yet the paradox lies in the fact that 
it is not understandable: One God eternally coexistent in three persons. One yet three. Coexistent yet equally 
eternal. Each is fully God yet comprise one. 

Is this what the Bible teaches or are theologians playing with words?

The Bible isn’t set up like an encyclopedia (for those of you in the Google generation, ask your grandparents (or 
just Google it)). It is progressive revelation written over 3000 years. God slowly revealed Himself over time. It is 
designed to be absorbed over a lifetime. But I digress. 

It is essential to understand the doctrine of the Trinity and part of understanding it is the knowledge that it 
cannot be completely understood. Such is the mystery of God. Would you want it any other way? A God so high 
above us will certainly not be completely comprehendible. 

I’ll leave you with the promise from John’s epistle, where he makes it clear that on the day Jesus returns our 
understanding will be complete:  

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. - 1 John 3:2

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS

I know that many of you are faithfully praying for wisdom and guidance. Marsha and I truly appreciate that. God 
continues to come through for us in so many ways. I am committed to leveraging my suffering to His glory. 
Until next time, or until we meet in glory,


