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In my last newsletter, I confided that we were trying to decide which route to take for the treatment of my cancer. We were in 
Rochester Minnesota talking to the experts at Mayo Clinic being educated on what those choices might be. I thought I had two 
choices, one being radical surgery, the other a combination of drugs to stave off the malignancy as long as possible. While I 
was partially correct, the only real solution is radical surgery. Chemo and immunotherapy is not a long term fix, it is what you do 
when there are no other options. 

I have no other options. 

The cancer, which showed up in my stomach in November, had spread to my trachea and was therefore inoperable. In our 
collective ignorance, Marsha and I had prayed for clear direction on treatment. It wasn’t in the form we expected, but the path 
forward was made crystal clear. 

In an instant, my attitude went from, “I really don’t want that surgery,” to, “I really want that surgery.” It’s the difference between 
“got to” and “get to”. A few years ago, we were told, my diagnosis would have been a death sentence. Now, primarily because of 
the advances in immunotherapy, they are seeing some success in beating cancer. 

The doctors explained to me that when this treatment works, it works really well. On the other hand, it may not do much. Or, it 
may do too much, as in attacking my lungs rather than the cancer. This drug has been available for six years, so if I would have 
had this problem any other decade of my life it would not have been available to aid in the fight. 

On March 18th a CT scan will give us the first read on how I am responding to this treatment. I am praying for years of fruitful 
ministry but His ways are not our ways. My life is in His hands, however long (or short) that may be. 

It’s no secret that the society we live in has lost its way. 21st century America is the epitome of 2 Corinthians 10:12. “But when 
they measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with one another, 
they are without understanding.” Anyone who has ever done navigation knows that, in 
order to be effective, an objective standard is necessary.  

Once, when my family and I were much younger, we were hiking in a state park. The 
path seemed to turn the wrong way so I, being the fearless leader, led the group in the 
direction I thought we should go. It didn’t take long to realize that it’s no fun wandering 
through the woods without a path to follow, so I turned back to where I thought the path 
was, only to find it missing. 

Now, I know what you’re thinking, “it’s a state park, how lost could we be?” I will tell 
you this, when surrounded by trees one looks the same as the other, especially at 
sundown. Even in a controlled area like a state wilderness (it was a big park) the sense 
of disorientation sets in very quickly. 

Such is the state of the world in which we live. Having rejected God and followed after self centeredness there is nothing left 
to guide the way except trees that block the sun, all look alike and ultimately lead further away from the path. The objective 
standard we are to live by is clearly stated in 1 Peter: “since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy’.” - 1 Peter 1:16
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The verse in 1 Peter is a reference to the book of Leviticus where God says: “For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” - Leviticus 11:45. 

Peter is reaffirming that the same holy God who guided the Israelites out of Egypt is the same holy God that guides us today. 
His holiness is our guidepost.  

There is a dilemma presented in these verses. The holiness of God is one of absolute purity. Angels fly around His throne 
proclaiming, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts…” God told Moses that no one can see His face and live! It doesn’t take much 
theological acumen to realize how unattainable that standard is. Yet we are told to imitate it. 

Fortunately, God knew of the unsolvable problem this creates. In His infinite wisdom, He provided a way. That way is the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

“But you were washed… sanctified… justified… in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.” It is a transaction of faith for each of us. 
God sees the holiness of Christ when he looks at those who have put their trust in Him. Through faith in Jesus Christ, and only 
by faith, we are given the righteousness of God in Him. Don’t stray from it. 

Holiness is the “true north” our society needs to find its way and they will only find it in the lives of believers...and the blood of 
Jesus Christ, His son cleanses us from all sin. 

In the 1967 film, “The Dirty Dozen”, Major John Reisman and a ragtag crew worked their way behind enemy lines, on a certain 
suicide mission, to decimate enemy leadership which changed the course of World War II. The story was inspired by a real-life 
WWII unit of behind-the-lines demolition specialists from the 101st Airborne Division named the “Filthy Thirteen”. The small 
group had a specific mission early in the conflict and they performed it with efficiency and purpose. 

In the very early days of this ministry I am looking for my own dirty dozen, a group who will perform with efficiency and 
purpose to break down the principalities and powers that hold the hearts and minds of Americans. Members of this team will 
dedicate themselves to three things:
 
 •   Consistent prayer for effectiveness in sharing the gospel. 
 •   Commit to regular financial contributions. 
 •   Be willing to pray for specific ministry events, with urgency, as they arise. 

If you have a heart for evangelism and want to participate in a unique way, you might be one of those “dirty 
dozen”, willing to do the dirty work for the advancement of God’s Kingdom. If God is tugging at your heart 
about this then contact me at: preacherman@davidchristensen.life, I look forward to hearing from you. 

We are booking speaking engagements now and I would love to know that I have the backing of some solid 
prayer warriors willing to bathe this ministry in prayer.

Our youngest daughter, Emmie, recently released her debut single on Spotify: “Let Me Be Your Count 
On” She wrote the music and the lyrics, performs multiple instruments on the recording and of course 
sings. You can find it on Spotify and YouTube as well as a few other platforms by searching for EMMIE 
MAE. 

Thanks for your prayers and support. It means a lot to all of us,
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Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the 
sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you 
were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 
God. - 1 Corinthians 6:9-11


