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FEBRUARY 2021
Dear Friends (yes, this means YOU),

2021 has been a bit of a disappointment, but I still trust God with every fiber of 
my being.  But, I must qualify this.  There are certain things which I am standing firm 

in faith for.  Then there are other things that I am finding it hard to have firm ground.  
But I still trust God;  I trust He will lead me into all Truth and make me fruitful for His 

Kingdom.  I believe that my faith will grow.  That is my prayer.
“I am now on a “retirement” visa in Thai which means I have no more regular 

hospital work.  I  do some teaching occasionally  and meeting with people, telling 
them about Jesus as I am led.  I will never stop being an ambassador for the Lord 
as long as I live, which we Christians are called to be no matter where Christ 
plants us. I am using this time to seek the Lord for His wisdom so I can grow 
into a mature Christian for Him.  Honestly, sometimes my connection with 
the Vine felt a bit thin.  But in the last 3-4 months, God has been purifying 
my soul.  No, I am not there yet, but I am enjoying the journey and seeking 
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness first.  Funny how you can be a 

Christian for so long and then just get lukewarm.
As a “retiree”, I have given up hobbies such as movies, fictional books which I 

loved. I haven’t had a TV connection for at least 8 years. But I watched a lot of DVDs (pirated 
movies are cheap here and in Laos) and read a lot of fiction. But the DVDs are stored away, not to 
be seen again. I am trying to find a good place to get rid of them…they are not sinful, but they are 
not edifying either. I haven’t read any fiction for months but have replaced it with Kindle books by 

Clarice Fluitt, Bruce Allen, and Michael Van Vlymen.
Although I am not receiving pay for 99% of what I do here, I am enriched beyond measure in 

God.  I have been studying several of Kevin Zadai’s Warrior Notes School of Ministry courses which have 
plunged me into studying the Word of God like I haven’t for a long time.  

I still help Nari, the 81 year old Christian Thai lady, to go to the doctor and communicate what her doctor says 
to her missionary “grandson”. I keep tabs on her to make sure her health is good, getting her medicine as she needs 
it.  Today she wouldn’t let me visit with her because she had just come from the market and was cleaning the fish she 
bought.  

I still keep in touch with BC whose wife died in July.  He is growing slowly as a Christian. MD continues to grow 
slowly as well with setbacks now and again. His Thai wife wants a divorce and I think he has finally accepted that 

losing her doesn’t mean losing his boys. I still teach Bee and her children. Her son is doing well in college, Janie 
is doing well in high school. They come almost every week to learn English and a bit about the Lord and have a 

big meal.  Her budget is extremely stretched with university expenses so we help with food and other gifts 
(like tuition) when possible.

My family’s business is doing about 66% of the sales because people are afraid to come to the hospital 
where they might pick up Covid. As well, the hospital has cancelled some of the farmer’s markets and 

monthly market where my family sells. This makes it a financial hardship for them. They have picked up a 
cleaning job once a week which nets them about $33. Hot is studying on line. He is very happy for the computer I 

bought him when he started technical college.  
It is time for my annual visa renewal. I have been convicted about “buying” my visa through a non-governmental 

group. So, I am pursuing finding out if I can become a Permanent Resident. I do not have $25,000 USD to keep in a 
bank account in Thailand to get a retirement visa legally. So I am exploring what I would need to do to get a residency 
status by taking a test in Bangkok at a police station. I went to Immigration today to find out more (and do my every 90 
day report), but there were probably 50 people in front of me and 2 had been served during the 30 minutes I waited.  I 
will try again on Monday.

Thank you for your prayers. My health is good, my spirit is growing and my soul is screaming a bit under the 
changes, but it is all very good.  

Blessings,

- Karen


