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Hello and welcome to Spring! 
This edition of Live Loved is dedicated to two brave men of God who have stood by their 
principles and stepped out in the face of opposition and overwhelming odds! Sounds 
just like the situation that Jesus loves to outwork in the lives of those who follow Him.

Immanuel Community Church is a new church plant in Gingoog City, the nearest city 
to our ministry base. It is about an hour and half drive south, along the coast from the 
airport at Butuan, our arrival point on Mindanao. 
Immanuel Community Church was birthed very recently out of a holy desperation to 
see the lost saved and the saved discipled. Father’s Jerry and Winston are ordained 
in the Episcopalian Charismatic Church. Originally founded by Missionaries from the 
USA in 1901, the PEC (Philippine Episcopal Church) was granted full autonomy from 
Episcopal Church of USA in 1990. Gingoog City Diocese has its own cathedral building 
(do not think Gothic or Modern architectural style!!) named Cathedral of Christ the 
Redeemer. Both Father Jerry and Father Winston until very recently served at the 
home church for many years, Jerry for at least 20 years. But the pull on their hearts to 
go after the lost sheep meant they stepped away from a more maintenance form of 
congregation to a new church plant. Exciting and scary!

I first met Father’s Jerry Padogdog and Winston 
Silva in 2015. Jerry acted as my translator on 
that and subsequent trips. We also attended 
CCR during our time there and I’ve preached 
there also. This pattern would continue for 3 
years. Jerry had a heart for the lost and would 
hold outreaches in his neighborhood, Gahub. 
(A housing “development” in a disused banana 
plantation in the center of Gingoog City and 
named after the Gahub river which runs through 
the city and alongside Gahub barangay.) He 
and a church member, a young man named 

Rolito, would hold bible storytelling and teaching outreaches every Saturday when funds permitted. His love 
for Jesus and for the children of this shanty town environment is obvious to all. 
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I’m laying a foundation to this incredible story of sacrifice so please bear with me. 
These outreaches into his local community, he and his family live in the Gahub, where 
achieved on very little support, as the funds at CCR did not stretch to almost any form 
of outreach. But still Jerry plowed this field of evangelistic outreach to the best of 
his ability and certainly his desire has never faltered. Jerry’s heart and application is 
straight out of the pages of the book by our President Doug Gehman “Go to the ripe 
fields first” (John’s Gospel 4:35) 

Well towards the end of 2020 Jerry and Winston took a step of practical faith, they 
launched out into the deep and began outreach in two neighborhoods and began to 
worship on a Sunday morning at Russ Grill in the center of their small city. Outreaches 
on a Saturday, corporate worship on a Sunday. No money, no support, nothing fixed 
or concrete or stable, no income so to speak, they answered the call of God to go…
across the street and begin to share the love of God. 

From these small beginnings who knows what will grow, 
but we know that the Lord God honors and rewards 
obedience. They currently have about 60 meeting on 
Sunday morning and minister to a small handful of 
youth, and of course outreach on a Saturday. They are 
witnessing in a barangay named Balanok and 10 families 
have begun to attend Sunday service sitting under the 
Word of God. They used to hold a small bible study 
on a Sunday afternoon for some local police officers, 
and they too have shown an interest to attend Sunday 
worship. God is moving people!  We funded a Christmas 
Eve outreach at the grill, a service of worship with a bag 
of rice and other foodstuffs to bless the members at Christmas. I can’t thank you, my 

partners enough, for your continued involvement with me! Live Loved are partnering with a small financial amount 
to Immanuel Community Church monthly. And as you can see, we have provided boxes of supplies as we can 
and when the Lord provides the bargains. First weekend in March our second shipment of two boxes arrived with 
school supplies and backpacks. And as we always say to those who receive their gifts of blessings, “it’s given to 
you in the Name of Jesus” and “This is to show you that God has not forgotten you” Please pray for this fledgling 
ministry, run by seasoned men of God who are giving their all every day, every week to save the lost and disciple 
the saved.
 
Thank you for partnering with us, we couldn’t do it without you!
Live Loved and YNWA
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