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What happened in 2020?
I’m glad you asked. For a ministry that bases its effectiveness 
on its ability to connect with youth, it has been challenging. But 
let’s start with all things that weren’t thwarted by the pandemic!

January: My parents bought a house in Zebulon, NC. Besides, 
having them close by, their move paved the way for me to 
have more flexibilty in my schedule and ability to travel when 
necessary.

February: I became the forewoman of the remodeling and general maintenance that needed to be done on my parents’ 
home. I also was taking several online classes. I had the first appointment with a functional medicine doctor who has 
substantially improved my health and therefore my ability to work.

March: I continued scheduling workers at my parents’ new house. And then COVID hit and everything slammed to a halt. 
I started babysitting two days a week for the four-year-old daughter of a friend who is a nurse.

April: I continued babysitting. Nadia and I celebrated our birthdays on Zoom. On April 29th, Globe held its yearly 
conference for its missionaries via Zoom and I reconnected with a fellow missionary; we agreed to begin meeting via 
Zoom once a week to memorize scripture and be accountability partners. The Globe conference also reminded me that 
I needed to start fundraising again.

May: Still babysitting. On May 20th I had a call with the director of Kingdom Come Training (KCT) which teaches 
missionaries how to do partnership development. I decided to enroll in the course that began on June 3. The same day 
Nadia was scheduled to return to daycare. God has great timing!

June: Nadia’s daycare has remained (all) illness free since it opened again after lockdown. I enrolled in the intensive two 
week, two hours a day KCT course that provides information about how to present your ministry to prospective partners. 
I started weekly meetings with my KCT coach on June 17th. Then I started having Zoom meetings with prospective and 
current partners the next week (5 total this month). I sent letters to all the people on my mailing list for whom I did not 
have emails. (Please send me your email address and phone number, if you haven’t already.) 

July: Ten more Zoom meetings. Joshua Muhia, a Kenyan national, officially took the reigns of Maarifa on the ground in 
Kenya in July. I sent him funds to begin meeting with clinic staff and laying the foundation for Maarifa classes to begin.

August: Ten more Zoom meetings. Joshua met with ALHIV peer mentors. I signed up for an online newsletter creator, 
Mailigen. You can get an email version of this newsletter by sending your email address to maarifainfo@gmail.com.

September: Mom and Dad moved into their home in Zebulon! Four Zoom meetings! I sent out 42 email and more than 
200 snail mail newsletters. 

October: Two Zoom meetings. I enjoyed a week of vacation with my husband on the North Carolina shore!

November: On November 14, the first Maarifa class of the year was held! Partnership development has slowed to a 
trickle, but that means it’s time to refine my message and prioritize next steps. The Maarifa Christmas postcard and the 
November newsletters were sent out.

December: Joshua and I will set goals for how we want to proceed in Kenya in 2021. I will set goals for partnership 
development and how to expand implementation.

So while we didn’t get to do as much implementation as we would have liked, we have been busy laying a foundation. 
What better place to start!
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Maarifa Mask distribution begins
Clinic Manager Mr. Joram, left, Project Youth activities coordinator Mr. 
Joseph, and a teen take delivery of the masks made for youth living with 
HIV in the Maarifa program. The number of ALHIV expected to benefit 
at the Kijabe Clinic are 97 in total. Masks will be distributed to ALHIV on 
November 14th which is the first time they have been able to hold an in-
person meeting since lockdown began in March. The Maarifa curriculum 
will also be introduced the same day.
We’d also like to say a big THANK YOU to Amani Ya Juu, for sewing these 
beautiful and functional masks! Check out  www.amaniafrica.org for your 
Christmas shopping. They have beautiful products and they assist so many 
women to start new lives.  
The masks were a $3,000 addition to this year’s budget, so if you can help 
us pay for them, please donate online or via check, just write Maarifa Masks 
on the memo line.

Prayers for Partnership Development
First I want to thank those who already contributed to Maarifa.I started partnership development in earnest in July 2020. 
To date I have 50 confirmed partners, 14 of them are recurring donations! I know during a pandemic it is hard to give 
freely but I’m so encouraged by those who have been called to do so! If you are still considering donating but haven’t done 
it yet, please consider a monthly donation. To make a donation go to http://mymaarifa.org/donate  

Budget for 20/21 year:  $44,000 
One-time donations:   $ 4,430
Monthly donations:   $750 or $9,420 per year
Current Balance:   $13,865
Yet to Raise:    $30,135

Please pray with me that God will bring partners for Maarifa. Partners who believe in the two 
pronged vision of bringing the gospel to adolescents living with HIV and giving them the tools to 
live positively with HIV and thus stem the spread of the virus.

GIVING

ONLINE GIVING
www.mymaarifa.org/donate

Prayer Requests 
   •   For protection from COVID for all of us, especially those  
         most vulnerable. That ALHIV will use their masks and stay  
         healthy for the duration of the pandemic.
   •   For the creation of a new formula for implementation with  
         Nawaka Africa.
   •   For the health and mental health needs of ALHIV.
   •   That God will guide my steps and bring partners who are  
         able to help sustain Maarifa.

Vacation 2020: Even in the midst of a pandemic we can 
praise God, because he is faithful.


