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Why Develop Ministry Partners?
You may have recently received a letter in the mail from me or a phone call. I’m reaching 
out because Maarifa is on the move and I want you to partner with me. What does that 
mean: prayers, recurring monthly financial support, and advocacy. God is doing something 
big and He’s about to do something even bigger. How do I know? Accept my invitation 
to a Zoom call or a socially distanced in-person meeting and find out. In this partnership 
we are believers on mission for God, working in our giftedness. If you would like to Zoom with me email  
maarifainfo@gmail.com with dates/times that work for you. If you have not replied to the letter I send in July 
with your contact details, please do so ASAP!

Partnering To Bring Masks To ALHIV
Joshua Muhia, the Kenyan Maarifa Representative, and I speak weekly 
and he has become more and more concerned about the health of 
adolescents living with HIV (ALHIV) with the threat of COVID-19 looming 
large in Kenya. Joshua explained that ALHIV often don’t have access or 
the financial ability to buy good reusable masks.

So Maarifa is partnering with Amani Ya Juu, www.amaniafrica.org a 
sewing and reconciliation program for marginalized women in Africa, 

to make 1000 masks to give out to ALHIV in the Maarifa program and their families. It will cost Maarifa 
approximately $3,000 to purchase and distribute the masks. This is not a part of our budget, so we are asking if 
you are able to make a separate donation to help increase the odds that ALHIV stay healthy during this season 
of increased risk to their health. The process for making a donation is the same, online or via check, just write 
Maarifa Masks on the memo line.

Utilizing Peer Mentors for Outreach
I’d like you to meet three of the peer mentors Joshua is training to reach out to ALHIV during 
the pandemic.

We are adapting the way Maarifa works to be able to meet the needs of adolescents living 
with HIV (ALHIV) because we are not currently able to meet in person. This calls for a more 
individualized approach and a stronger reliance on technology.

Maarifa is going to begin to focus on growing our peer mentor network and our social media presence in hopes 
of reaching more adolescents at home. We also need to figure out ways to address the needs of adolescents 
living with HIV who are having trouble traveling to get medication or obtaining basic necessities like sanitary 
pads or phone credit to access assistance if they need it.
We are working on the possibility of developing a Maarifa App. More on that in future newsletters. 
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The Hasslens Arrive in North Carolina!
They’re here! My parents left Minnesota on Sunday, 
August 30th driving a truck with a camper in the bed 
and pulling a trailer to make the 1,312 mile trip to 
North Carolina. They arrived at their new house in 
Zebulon, NC on Tuesday, Sept 1, at around 5 p.m. 
There were some white knuckle moments going 
through the mountains (there was a small tractor in 
the trailer so it was very heavy), but all in all the Lord 
protected and provided for them and brought them 
safely home.

Their moving van arrived on Sunday, Sept. 6th and they are busy unpacking boxes. We are thrilled to have them 
here and especially Nadia, who finally has her Nana and Babu close by again.

I’d like to leave you with Philippians 4:4-7, they’re my go-to verses in this season.

“4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.“ 

September begins a new chapter in so many ways. New ways of implementing 
Maarifa in Kenya, Nadia in Pre-K, Mom and Dad nearby, and all the family traditions 
we can begin to implement, and a new normal brought on by a pandemic. Change is 
inevitable and uncertain, but “the God of peace, which transcends all understanding 
will guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” God’s got this! I want to live this 
new chapter with kingdom zeal. Ready, Set, Run the Race!

 There is an email version 
of the Maarifa newsletter 

available that has embedded 
videos! If you want to 
receive it, send your 

contact details to Jessica at 
maarifainfo@gmail.com

Prayer Requests 

•   For Joshua’s work with the peer mentors. 
•   For the health and mental health needs of ALHIV.
•   That God will guide my steps and bring partners who are able to help  
      sustain Maarifa.
•   Please pray for a gentle transition for my parents, Robin and Joel as 
      they settle into their new home.

GIVING

ONLINE GIVING
www.mymaarifa.org/donate


