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What is the best place in the world to be?  Where you are?  Where I am?  

Well, that depends.  Are you in the center of the will of God for your life?  
Jonah found out the belly of a whale wasn’t his place as did Saul as he traveled 

to Damascus.  But God has a way of bringing us around.
When I was a child, I thought I would end up in a bamboo or grass hut 
without electricity, water, plumbing.  But I was willing to go.  When the 

Lord spoke Thailand to my heart, my heart leaped with excitement.  I knew 
about Anna and the King, but that was it.  Thai food?  Had never eaten.  

Language?  No idea.  When I was returning after caring for my mother:  
SARS?  No problem.  Actually, I had 3 seats on which to lie down on the 
long 13-hour flight  (one of several).  

What is it like to be a missionary?  I’m not sure.  I follow God’s 
leading and I find myself in various circumstances.  Now I have led a lady 

to the Lord and baptized her; she will be seeing Jesus soon. AC is dying but 
going to be with Jesus.  I am helping Nari, an 80-year-old Thai woman, who cared for a 

missionary family with 6 children for years.  Now they care for her, and we (you and I) help 
them.  We have taken her to the hospital to see the doctor (who used to be my landlord), 

and the heart catheterization, and now in the recovery phase.  We went back to see the 
doctor today; she is doing fine although she tends to overdo it. (She scrubbed the bathroom 

floor 4 days after the procedure and developed a big bruise on the hand that had the procedure!!!  Oh?  I 
wasn’t supposed to use it that much yet?) Karen is reaping the stubbornness she sowed as a child.

And then there is living in a foreign country.  My room air conditioner in the room I basically live in 
(office, tv room, bedroom) has died.  I have been “camped out” in the small bedroom which feels very much 
like a college dorm as I moved my TV and my printer and laptop in there for about 10 days now…feels like a 

month or more.  I hope to have a new one installed by the weekend.
 My car is no longer like a “road wagon” since I got new shock absorbers.  I have new glasses so I 

can see very well now too.  There is a cataract forming on one lens…(they say it is old age..but what 
do they know?).  My dog goes for an excision of a cyst (hopefully only a sebaceous cyst) on 
Wednesday.  I am so glad I am “retired” to be able to experience all these things first hand.

My daughter, Hieng, is doing well.  Dan is getting ongoing treatment for hepatitis.  Hot is 
now an intern working with the computer department at the Department of Medicine, Khon Kaen 

University.  Honestly, the economy in Thailand is not doing well.  Their bakery is surviving but not 
supporting them.  We are.  They still do not believe in Jesus.

Thank you for praying for Beam who has now been enrolled as a French major at a neighboring state 
university.  His mother had hoped that he would get into Khon Kaen U.  but it didn’t happen.  I continue to 
teach them English on the weekends.  God is so good to me.  I encourage them in the Lord.

Thailand is number 99 on the list of countries infested with Covid-19.  So, no outgoing mail.  An express 
letter costs more than $20.  I do not send them.  You can reach me by email or messenger.  Thank you for 
supporting this ministry.  Blessings to you all.

- Karen


