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CONTINUE ON BACK

S E R V I N G  I N  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S

The best-laid plans of mice and men...the famous quote from the Steinbeck novel of the same name seems to be very 
applicable for many of us during this season of uncertainty. At the time of writing, Margie and I have just arrived back from 
being in New Zealand. We had flown to New Zealand for our eldest grandson Simon’s wedding, which thankfully, along with 
his week’s honeymoon, was able to go ahead without any interference from coronavirus restrictions.

The plan then was to leave Margie with her family and for me to fly over to the Philippines for graduations, outreaches, 
and Easter preaching. However, the closure of the Philippine borders, whilst still in New Zealand meant my flights were 
canceled! This was followed very quickly by an announcement from Air New 
Zealand (codeshare United Airlines) that it was suspending all its flights 
to certain USA locations until 30th June 2020!! So, all flights to Houston, 
our route, Seattle, and Chicago were canceled with immediate effect. The 
service to Los Angles (LAX) was reduced from 1 per day (7 per week) to 3 per 
week, and at days and times still to be decided! Eek! This was then followed 
immediately by the escalation of the New Zealand virus alert system which 
meant all travel would be ceased for all but essential workers only from 25th 
March and severe lockdown restrictions to be imposed such as shelter in 
place.

Simply put, we found ourselves locked out of the Philippines and locked into 
New Zealand! Not part of our plans for sure! And like many missionaries we 
found ourselves displaced, facing the prospect of not being able to fly home 
for an extended period of time. 

Countries were closing borders to the west faster than you could say Globe! 
Australia, Singapore, Malaysia, China, Hong Kong, Dubai, Qatar closed its 
doors even to transiting passengers or imposed a minimum of 14 days 
quarantine upon arrival. To the east, the routes through Korea or Japan as 
alternatives to flying to the USA were also closed. Air New Zealand suspended 
all USA bound flights except for the Auckland to Los Angeles route, as I said 
above. 
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Lockdown in New Zealand was comprehensive and included all domestic flights and car 
journeys. Shelter in place orders, very stringent entrance to supermarkets or pharmacies, 
the only places open. No banks open, no curbside anything! So being down on the South 
Island with no means to get to the North Island to exit via Auckland was just another 
twist in the tail! But God! 

Thanks to the behind the scenes efforts by the US Embassy in Wellington and Consulate 
office in Auckland, alongside the herculean perseverance of our travel agent Gary 
Arnold (BIG thanks Gary!) we were able to finally book a departure out of Auckland. The 
downside was we were in Christ Church on the South Island with no apparent way back 
to Auckland! After a few more days of negotiations, the US Embassy got dispensation 
on behalf of displaced nationals to fly on the essential worker flight back to Auckland.  
Just to conclude the fun aspect of our trip, we had originally flown the route Pensacola 
to Houston, to Auckland New Zealand. Our return trip saw us from Christ Church to 
Auckland, to Los Angeles to San Francisco, overnight again, to Chicago, to Houston 
finally to Pensacola, all at no additional cost except for wear and tear on our backsides! 
Glory to God!

I’m out of breath just finishing our newsletter

Thank you for partnering with us in prayer and 
finances. We couldn’t do this without your help.

Remember to Live Loved 
and #YNWA
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Did you  
know?

Manila, June 5, 2020 – The U.S. Embassy in the Philippines announced 
today that the U.S. government is providing an additional Php201 million 
($4 million) to help support vulnerable populations in Mindanao in the 
fight against COVID-19, bringing the total amount of U.S. pandemic 
assistance to the Philippines to over Philippine Pesos 978 million 
($19.5 million).
 
With the additional $4 million in humanitarian assistance, USAID 
will protect vulnerable populations – those displaced by conflict and 
the recent earthquakes in Mindanao – from the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.  USAID and its partners will work with local governments, 
local health authorities, and communities so that vulnerable populations 
have access to the most accurate and up-to-date health messages.
USAID partners will reach over 100,000 persons with distributions of 
essential hygiene supplies, handwashing stations, hygiene promotion 
to reduce transmission risk and help communities re-open. 

SKY TOWER AUKLAND NZ SUPERMARKET SIGN NZ

PHILIPPINES PINEAPPLE IN STORE 
NEW ZEALAND


