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On my way out the door to pick up Karen from her physical therapy appointment, I was interrupted by an unexpected phone call. “Hi, it’s Ying. 
I am in town. Can we get together?”  We had not seen Ying since she joined us in our Jesus Movie follow-up trip to Hai Yai village on March 
2nd.  When she called she had no idea that, on the very next day, we were planning to return to the village for the first time since the COVID-19 
lockdown.  Could this be God’s hand bringing our team back together? 

We had lunch with her and, sure enough, she was meeting with us to let us know that she wanted to go out with us again. So, on the following 
day, Manachai picked her up and brought her with him.  We took turns practicing the story for the day; the story of Jesus getting arrested, being 
hung on the cross, raising from the dead and giving an order to the apostles before ascending.

We arrived in the village that evening.  Then, we made our way over to Pa On and Mae Somboon’s house, a couple in their 70’s. Mae Somboon, 
who responded positively to the follow-up visit on March 2nd, was watering her herb garden, while Pa On sat quietly on the edge of the bamboo 
platform in front of the house. I sat next to him and after some small talk,  I pulled out my chart and begin to introduce our life enrichment project 

boasting how it could set one free one from the bondage of sin and offer them a life of love, joy, peace, 
patience, and goodness. Flipping through the pages, I got to the part where Jesus was to be introduced. 
At this point, Ying stepped in and took over. Manachai held the flashlight and Mae Somboon sat next to 
her husband. Finally, Ying got to the place in the story where Jesus gave an order to the disciples after 
his resurrection. “Then Jesus opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. And He told them, This is 
what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and in His name repentance 
and forgiveness of sins will be proclaimed to all nations, 
beginning in Jerusalem.” She then said, “They started in 
Jerusalem and now here we are to proclaim this message. 
We have made it to your village, Hai Yai!” 

After leaving their home, we met and prayed for another 
lady, Mae Paeng who was suffering from pain in her back.  
She also was one of those who showed interest during 
our first follow-up visit. Manachai then shared the same 
story with her.   As Manachai told the story, Mae Paeng 
related how she remembered those parts from the Jesus 
movie. We will continue to visit them and this village 
every week to share more stories with hopes of bringing many of them into the Kingdom.

We left with mixed feelings.  We were elated to see both Ying and Manachai being mobilized to share the 
gospel, but we also had a feeling of sadness thinking of the multitudes in these villages who died without 
a chance to hear the gospel since Jesus gave those orders two-thousand years ago.  The unfinished task 
of reaching the villages in this area is enormous and will need the mobilization of local believers.  We have 
found some unconnected believers in our area and have even found two small churches located in two 
of the district towns. I preached in one of these last Sunday challenging the believers to get involved in 
the task of reaching the villages.  They need training in presenting the gospel. Pray that God stirs some of 
their hearts to be trained by us and join Him in completing the task of getting the gospel to the villages.  
Thank you for making it possible for us to be here.  Thank you for your prayers and 
support.  May God bless and protect you.
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