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Blessings to all!

Who could have known that 2020 would start out with a worldwide crisis? The effect of this crisis has changed everything. Our 
youth have been on quarantine at BOHA for months and with the possibility of another 30 days, our youth requested to return 
with their families.  The school gives out homework and test, we make copies and will be weekly hand-delivering to each of our 
youth and returning completed assignments to the school. After 60 days of quarantine and no one was sick, my staff and I felt 
it was safe for their families and this would reduce the number of people to less 
than 10 at BOHA. It seems that everyone has a cell phone and WhatsApp in Africa, 
which will allow us to communicate and our teacher to assist with all the homework 
questions.

Disciplining teenagers and teaching life skills always come with challenges, but 
the rewards are worth it as I watch these youth grow. 
Our investment in the lives of the youth at BOHA will 
continue for years to come as they mature and leave 
here to build their future. The hard part is saying 
goodbye and letting go after loving, training, teaching, 
and caring for their everyday needs, for 3 to 5 years. I 
have to make sure that as they prepare to leave Beacon 
of Hope that I have given them the tools and knowledge to be successful, but it is up to them to take 
this knowledge and apply it to their lives and future.

Chico took Antonio home to Catambe (the bush) and took the opportunity to speak with his family. We 
were unaware that Antonio’s mother left and went to live in South Africa. His father has a new wife and 
other kids and has no relationship with Antonio and does not take care of him financially. Antonio lives 
with his grandfather who is almost 80 and works in the garden selling food and burns trees to make 

coal. This is Antonio’s last year at BOHA; he is 16 years old and in the 10th grade. He is the quietest young man, but this year he is 
opening up and even sharing his thoughts in class.

Sonia is one of my long time staff;

Hi, my name is Sonia and I love my job! I have worked at BOHA for many years and feel blessed 
to be a part of this ministry. I have always loved Jesus, but working at BOHA I have learned more 
about Jesus, how to pray, trust God, and have faith. Working with Mana Angie and our staff, 
teaching the youth, helping them have a better future is a gift from God. I do not do this job just 
for a paycheck but feel its part of my mission field to help the youth of my country become men 
of God. So many youths don’t have family and we get to be their family. Thank you for being a 
part of all of our lives, for helping BOHA with finances. It truly helps so many people! May God 
Bless you!

Jesus, I thank you for BOHA and the partners who faithfully stand with us. We are blessed to make a difference in the lives of so 
many. I pray for great peace and abundant blessing over our partners, staff, youth, and all who read this newsletter. I pray for your 
protection and health in our lives. You are a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path, lead us, and guide us in all we do and we 
will give you the Glory! Amen. Let’s continue to be a Beacon of Hope,

Antonio 16 years old


