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S E R V I N G  I N  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S

WELCOME TO KIMAYA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL! 
The school sits to the southern end of the village, in Zone 6. There are 3 
puroks, or zones, that are within the coverage of the local governing Ba-
rangay, named Consuelo, that cover the short distance that is Kimaya. (By 
deduction puroks 1-4 are situated within Consuelo itself.)

Kimaya is known as a ‘sitio’. Typically rural, a sitio’s location is usually far 
from the center of the barangay itself and could be its own barangay if its 
population were high enough. The term is derived from the Spanish word 

sitio meaning ‘place’. Kimaya technically has 
zones 5, 6 and 7, though zone 7 maybe has only 
2 or 3 dwellings and is on the southern end of 
the Highway. Zones 5 and 6 are densely popu-
lated with large families sharing the accommodation. 

Kimaya Elementary has a current student enrollment of approximately 186 students from 
kindergarten through 6th grade. All of its teachers including the principal are female. Principal 
Betty arrived at the beginning of the new school year in the summer of 2019. An experienced 
principal, she rotated in as part of the protocol that sees Principal heads move to different 
schools in the district after so many years at their current school. Betty replaced Principal 
Gregory whom I’d met in 2015 on my first visit and, who in March of 2019 invited me to be the 
inspirational speaker at the graduation ceremony.

As you can imagine teachers and pupils need all the support and encouragement that can be 
given to them. During our visit, Margie and I visited the school twice. It could easily have been 
every day except the schedule we had in place didn’t allow. The teaching staff have always 
praised the good behavior and respect of those students who have accepted Jesus Christ 
as their personal Savior, most especially those who belong to Chosen Generation, one of the 
groups I’m working alongside. So, we see knowing Christ can make a difference and others 
can notice it. Those who are Christians are more respectful and obedient to their teachers 
and at home. The staff are very keen to see Christlikeness in all their students because they 
truly believe that having a personal relationship with Jesus makes for better citizens.

We met with all the staff and they met Ma’am Margie for the first time. We fellowshipped 
and it also enabled me to meet with the new principal for 
the very first time. She is a humorous lady, who loves the 
children in her charge. We had taken some craft supplies, 

enough for each class, much to the delight of the teachers! Before we left, we gathered 
all the children together and I gave them a brief talk on the importance of being obe-
dient, to teachers and parents. We then gave each student some snacks and a drink, 
which as you could imagine was a big hit!  It’s very fertile ground, the lives of these 
young children. We bless the Lord for open doors, where we are invited to come and 
share the good news of Jesus and also get to bless the staff and students with some 
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food or material blessings. During our second 
visit, we were able to provide some shoes and 
socks to the teaching staff along with bars of 
soap. Plus, I encouraged them that they are 
very influential in the lives of their students 
and that they should continue to instill the 
ways of Christ along with their school curric-
ulum. I know from the feedback that some 
teachers personally gave me, that they were 
encouraged and strengthen to continue to 
pour into the lives of their young students and 
that their work was not in vain.

You can imagine that the budget for schools 
is minimal beyond salaries. A teacher on the 
top grade (Teacher 1) takes home around 
5,000PHP (Philippine Pesos) a month which 
is approximately $100 US. There are always 
needs at the school. In the past, I’ve had the 
opportunity to help provide some PC’s and 
last year we purchased a large tarp to shel-
ter the students, staff, and parents from either 
the intense sun or heavy rains. Because of the 
deterioration of the building, the tarp was a 
blessing.

In the future, we may try and provide some 
help with school projects but for now please 
be in prayer for this school, it’s students, staff, 
and parents.  

Thank you for continuing to partner with us. You’re a vital part of what God is 
doing in this small part of the Philippines, you are making a difference.

Remember to “Live Loved” and with God “You’ll Never Walk Alone!”
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Did you  
know?

 Rodrigo “Digong” Duterte. A Filipino lawyer and politician who  
                  is the 16th and current President of the Philippines. He is       

   the first Mindanaoan to hold the office in Malacañang. (The  
   Malacañang Palace is the official residency of the President  
    of the Philippines) At 71 years old, Duterte is the oldest       
   person to assume the Philippine presidency. His speech   
  may be “salty” at times, but President Rodrigo Duterte was  

                 voted as the most “decisive” government official and the        
              most caring, by a survey conducted by Publicus Asia, Inc.


