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CONTINUE ON BACK

S E R V I N G  I N  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYBODY! 
Thank you everybody for praying and supporting our trip back to Mindan-
ao in November. We were blessed of the Lord by His Presence and anoint-
ing. It’s always blesses our hearts to see God show up and show off and 
receive all the Glory and honor. (He didn’t let us down, He never does!)

We’re now back in Pensacola planning for our next trip!

Thank you, Emma, for the use of your home for the duration of our stay! 
Based at our friend’s house in Kimaya, just one of maybe 5 western styled 
homes in the village, we had our first introduction to taking a Filipino 
shower, simply a shower without the luxury of running water! We had no 
running water for the bulk of our stay! But thanks to our companions’ in-
genuity they were able to gather local water and with the aid of a bucket, 
bowl and jug for pouring and drenching, we managed to keep reasonably 
clean and fresh during our high 90’s low 100’s daily heat! Well Margie did! 
( and the water pump was finally fixed, bless the Lord!)

We worked with three groups during our time there. Firstly, was the com-
munity of Kimaya, including a Seventh Day Adventist group and the local 
Elementary School, secondly a church based in the barangay of Consuelo, 

which includes Kimaya, and finally a 
Pastor and church based in the local 
city of Gingoog. The two churches 
are Pentecostal in flavor and very re-
ceiving of the Holy Spirit. 

Being white makes walking along the highway a standout situation. The 
national highway from Butuan, in the north of the region, to Cagayan De 
Oro, the southern capital of the region, runs right through Consuelo, Kima-
ya and Gingoog. So, this concrete road is very busy and very noisy, blasts 
of horns from truck, bus and other vehicles is a constant reminder to foot 
traffic and dogs to retreat! But most people live alongside the highway. 
Their native wooden homes are usually built on government easement on 
either side of the road and in reality, are squatters’ residences. Welcome to 
life on the southern island of Mindanao!

YOU’LL NEVER WALK ALONE

ISAIAH 43:1-5
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- Dave & Margie Stafford

I plan to tell you some of the highs and lows of our trip in the coming news-
letters. Let’s begin with Jeffery. Jeffery was a stranger to me and sitting on 
rough bamboo wooden seat alongside the highway one afternoon. We said 
“Hi!” to each other and I stopped to see if I could engage him in some conver-
sation. The young man who accompanied me, CJ Manlantao, told me that 
Jeffery could understand English but was shy to speak it. (a trait shared by 
many, many Filipinos including the young people I mentor!) Jeffery was orig-
inally from Kimaya but had been living and working in Manila. “Down on his 
luck” he was now back in Kimaya and was living with family but had no work 
and very little money. But still had enough to get himself some local spirit, li-
quor. I was simply kind and pleasant with him and asked if I could join him on 
his rustic seat. Of course, was his reply! I shared with him the Love of Jesus, 
he confessed that he knew Jesus but was a backslider, his own words! All 
God asks us to do is to walk through open doors of opportunity. The young 
men I was with at the time later told me it was bold of me to just do that sort 
of thing and that it encouraged them to be more bold in taking those doors 

of opportunity that God opens for us. I’m learning all the time that many Filipino eyes are watching, and ob-
serving, how we act and respond to the promptings of God and the Holy Spirt. So, I try my best to model to my 
accompanying friends that we just simply be ourselves for God and flow with Him. After all we prayed for divine 
encounters didn’t, we! I’ve never had anybody refuse the offer of being prayed for. Well Jeffery wants to end his 
backsliding ways and so we asked him to repeat a prayer of repentance and also forgiveness to the Lord and 
strength to choose God’s ways for his life every day 

JUST IN: As I’m writing this newsletter, I had received word from two 
sisters whom I mentor, that their 29-year-old brother, Roland, had been 
tragically killed in a motorcycle accident. He was taken to the hospital 
at Magsaysay, where I believe the accident happened. He died of a head 
injury within hours it seemed. Mary Jane and Mary Ann Mendoza are 
part of a very close-knit family and extended family. Please pray for the 
comfort and compassion of the Lord to envelope them during this time 
of sudden shock and loss.  And pray for 
wisdom for me as I continue to 
guide them through this time of grieving. 

Remember to “Live Loved!” and with 
the Lord “You’ll Never walk Alone!”

S E R V I N G  I N  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S
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Did you  
know?

The Philippines are the most tropical cyclone-prone 
  country in the world. (Tropical cyclone is the generic          
    name for typhoons and hurricanes.) It averages 20  
  storms per year. (December 2019 saw Typhoon Tisoy hit 
south east Luzon (biggest island) equivalent to a 

                Category 4 hurricane.) The waters near the islands are warm 
all year, giving storms the fuel, they need to thrive. The country also 
has an extensive coastline, making it vulnerable to tropical cyclone 
impacts. Still, summer is usually the most active time for typhoons 
while December is usually the start of the relatively quiet season for 
the island nation, according to records kept by the country’s weather 
service.


