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A STORY YOU WON’T BELIEVE
How Santa Claus Defeated Sex Trafficking
By: Dr. Joe Savage, Founder & Executive Director, Roads of Hope

Beaten into submission and then bound to posts on the ship’s deck, the teenaged girls’ screams and 
cries could be heard echoing across the port. Watching from afar were the girls’ families. Their pleas and 
tearful wailing could be heard by most in the city as they helplessly watched their daughters sail out of 
the port. No one wanted to speak about the girls’ futures as the thought of them being sold as sex slaves 
to the highest bidder was simply too agonizing.

The year of this story was 284 A.D. The location was the Mediterranean port of Myra, an ancient Greco 
Roman city located on the southern coast of modern-day Turkey. 

The girls in this story who were being trafficked were from poor families. At the time, girls had to pay a 
dowry in order to get married. When families could not afford a dowry, the slave traders would purchase 
the girls and then resale them for great profit in locations far from Myra.

A young teenaged boy named Nicholas began to ponder what he could do to stop the travesty of traf-
ficking. The boy had become an orphan at eight years old when both his parents died. He now lived with 
his uncle, the bishop of Myra. As he prayed, he remembered a verse of Scripture that his mother taught 

him at a young age. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven” (Matthew 19:21). 
To young Nicholas, this Scripture clearly told him that he needed to use his own inherited money to keep impoverished girls from being traf-
ficked.

Living down the street from Nicholas was a family who had fallen on hard times. The family had three teenaged girls and had no way of 
paying the dowry for their marriages. Knowing the slave traders would be coming to Myra soon, Nicholas devised a plan. On three separate 
occasions he took a gold coin out of his own inheritance, placed it in a sock, and under 
the cover of night, he tossed the sock in the girls’ window. The gift of gold coins saved 
the three sisters and spared them from a life of horror.

Nicholas became the bishop of Myra after his uncle died. His acts of kindness became 
legendary across Europe. After he died in 342, the church canonized Nicholas and he 
became better known as St. Nicholas.  

Yes, this is the same St. Nicholas as Santa Claus and the above is really his story!

The jolly, round man in the red suit is actually an olive-skin Greek, born and raised in 
modern-day Turkey. Without question, ole’ Santa Claus loved Jesus Christ and deeply 
cared for people. He served about ten years in a Roman prison for refusing to renounce 
his Christian faith. As a staunch defender of the Bible, Santa once decked the heretic 

Arius, during the first Nicene Council. Records indicate, 
Santa was never again invited to another council meet-
ing. Bah Humbug!

If you hang stockings this Christmas, remember it was Santa Claus who originated the idea. His hope was to      
rescue three poor sisters from a life of slavery by giving them a better life.

 Thank you for helping us prevent young impoverished girls from being trafficked. Together we are the real St. 
Nick! Merry Christmas!

On the Road

After hearing about the story 
of Santa Claus, I went to 
Turkey in 2018 to research it 
myself. In this photo, are the 
ruins of Patara, Turkey, the 
birthplace of Santa Claus. 
Young Nicholas walked down 
this street as a child and 
so did the Apostle Paul and 
Luke according to Acts 21:1-
3. After his parents died, 
Nicholas moved to the nearby 
city of Myra to live with his 
uncle.
. 

WITH JOE SAVAGE
On the Road

CONTINUE ON BACK >

This is a 1959 advertisement for Coca-Cola. 
Prior to 1840, Santa was tall, thin, and wore 
different color clothes. It was after he became 
popular in American art and literature that he 
gained a lot of weight and began to only wear 
red. Maybe he drank too many Cokes!

DID YOU KNOW?
Christmas is on 

January 7th in most 
Eastern European 

nations. 
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In partnership with :

We recently welcomed two sisters to the 
Emmanuel House for Girls. Let me introduce 
you to Adelina and Aurelia. Adelina is 19 and 
enrolled at a state university in Chisinau. 
Aurelia is 17 and attends school. Please be 
praying for these girls as they adjust to their 
new “family” at the Emmanuel House!  I am 
very much looking forward to meeting them 
in my upcoming trip to Moldova!

JOE SAVAGE IS HEADING TO MOLDOVA FOR CHRISTMAS
I will be going to Moldova in early January to celebrate Christmas with the orphans and 
to take them gifts. (Christmas is celebrated in Moldova on January 7th.) I expect to also 
be visiting some other undisclosed locations during the trip. Be watching the Roads of 
Hope Facebook page to keep up with my travels and to see videos of the orphans. 

3 Ways to be Involved: 
1) Pray for me as I travel. This is most important.
2) If you want to help with my travel costs, please write “Joe’s Travel” on your remit    
     form or give online.
3) A Marriott Courtyard has opened in Moldova. If you have extra Marriott Rewards         
     points that you are willing to donate, please call at the number below or email me at    
     Joe@RoadsofHope.org.

If you want to send the orphans some Christmas cards or gifts, mail them to me at the 
address below. I need to receive your packages no later than December 23. 

EMMANUEL HOUSE WELCOMES 2 SISTERS!

W O O D  &  C O A L  U P D AT E
A BIG THANK YOU to those of you who provided wood and coal! We got enough support 
to provide each of our four children’s’ homes with wood and coal for the month of 
December. 

This is great, but we still need funding so the homes can purchase enough wood and 
coal for January, February, and March. 

As I write this newsletter, the temperature in Moldova is 34°. In a few short weeks there 
will be snow on the ground and temps will be dropping into the teens or even single 
digits. The orphans don’t mind wearing their heavy coats even when inside or when 
going to bed, but surely all of us together can provide the funds to keep the children’s 
homes warm inside. 

PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING WITH THIS URGENT NEED. 
GOAL #1: To provide the funds needed to warm each of the four Roads of Hope homes 
for orphans. NEED: $2,000 per home.

GOAL #2: To provide the funds needed to warm as many of the Baptist children’s 
homes located in Moldova as possible. There are 38 homes needing our help TODAY.  
NEED: $2,000 per home.

Give online at www.RoadsofHope.org or mail a check in the envelope and write 
“winter” on the remit form.
  

Praying you have a wonderful Christmas! Thank you for your support & friendship!

$10,000 MATCHING GRANT FOR ALL END-OF-THE-YEAR GIFTS TO ROH 
A generous friend to Roads of Help is challenging all of you to give an end-of-the-year gift. The donor will match your donation up to 
$10,000. These funds will go into the general fund of Roads of Hope so that we can continue our efforts to rescue orphans. Write a check 
or give online and indicate that it is an end of the year gift. 

This is Vadym. You might recall we hosted him in summer 2018. Last spring we learned of an evil scheme someone 
had to take Vadym. The Roads of Hope team quickly went into action to rescue the special needs child before it 
was too late. In spite of  the danger we faced, we were willing to take great risks so Vadym could be safe. Many of 
you prayed and got others to pray. I can never say thank you enough as we were able to secure Vadym, take down 
an illegal ring of thugs, and rescue a house full of orphans whose fate was growing darker with each day. We are so 
grateful we got Vadym back, but we spent $3,000 that we did not have. I am praying that someone will replenish 
these funds so that we can recover from this financial loss.  


