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“OF THOSE EIGHTEEN ON WHOM THE TOWER IN SILOAM FELL AND KILLED THEM, DO YOU THINK THAT THEY 
WERE WORSE SINNERS THAN ALL OTHER MEN WHO DWELT IN JERUSALEM?  5 I TELL YOU, NO; BUT UNLESS YOU 

REPENT YOU WILL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH.” 
(LUKE 13:4-5)
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Dear Partners and Friends,
  
 We are living in interesting times. There is great comfort in knowing the Lord and 
knowing that He is our ever-present help in time of trouble. It is good that the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ was a historical event so that the postponement of the Easter celebration 
did not postpone the event it celebrates. Because this event happened, we are living 
in the power of His resurrection now. We pray you had a Happy Easter whenever and 
however you celebrated it.

 During this COVID-19 pandemic, many Christians are tempted to ask if this is the 
judgment of God on the world, and some will just assume that it is. They see it as an 
opportunity to talk to people about God and His Gospel. I would caution that before 
you bring God into any conversation with unbelievers you need to be ready to answer 
the question, “If God is real, why doesn’t He stop this plague?” You need to have an 
answer ready and “I don’t know” or “His ways are higher than our ways”, will not cut it 
with an unbeliever.

 It is well to look at history when encountering something strange or unprecedented 
in your generation. There have been many plagues in the history of the world, many 
much worse than COVID-19 has been so far. We can trace plagues back to the plagues 
of Athens in the 5th Century BC. There have been many since then. Some of the worst 
were: the Antonine Plague of 165-180 AD, which killed over 5 million people in the 
Roman Empire; the Plague of Justinian in 541-542 AD, which killed 30-50 million people 
(10% of world’s population) with the bubonic plague; the Black Death of 1346-1353, the 
bubonic plague that killed 200 million people from Asia to Europe; the Plague of London 
in 1665; and the Spanish Flu of 1918-19 which killed 100 million people worldwide. 
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 When considering whether COVID-19 is God’s judgment on the world, it would be 
well to consider what the Bible says about God’s judgments on the world. That is not to 
be confused with God’s judgment on Israel as recorded in the Old Testament. The only 
worldwide judgment was the flood that killed all but the few righteous. The Bible speaks 
of a coming worldwide judgment in Jude15 and Revelation when Christ comes to earth 
again. 
The point is that when God judges the world, there is no question that it is judgment 
and no question that it is God doing it. We might assume, but we cannot be sure with 
COVID-19. The fact that it is not only unbelievers but also many Christians that are dying 
from it might be a clue, as is Luke 13:45 above. Jesus seemed to be saying that the 
consequences of sin in the world brings death to all. The point is to have repented of 
your sins, and be ready, should that tower fall on you or that virus kill you. At this writing, 
there are less than 1.5 million cases of COVID-19 reported worldwide, and less than 
70,000 deaths reported. These numbers are small when seen from the perspective of 
world history.

 The Lord has been good to us during this pandemic. He gave us a sure word 
beforehand that something was coming and that we would be safe. Although taking 
all necessary precautions, we are resting on that word. Ann goes about taking care 
of the house and making the necessary trips to the grocery store and pharmacy. Jack 
continues researching and writing on his new book. We both are praying more for the 
Spanish people and ministering to those that we can. The Spain that we find when we 
can go out again will be hurting emotionally and economically.

 We are so grateful for those of you who support us financially. Please know that we 
live frugally and have been able to set aside a small reserve for such a time as this. If this 
coronavirus has caused a change in your income, please know that you can temporarily 
reduce or stop your support of us without any worry. God has always been faithful to 
supply our needs and this virus will not change that. The important thing is to stay safe.

 Thanks to all of you who have been in communication with us by email, telephone, 
or WhatsApp.   Hearing from you is as good as a visit during this lockdown time. We 
appreciate your prayers and support so much. May the Lord bless you and bring you 
through this pandemic.
 
 We do appreciate your prayers and support more than words can express in a 
newsletter. Thank you for enduring to the end.
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