“Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name; make known
among the nations what He has done, and proclaim that
His name is exalted. Sing to the Lord, for He has done
glorious things; let this be known in all the world.”
Isaiah 12:4-5
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Beloved Friends and Family,
			
Greetings once again in the lovely name of Jesus our Savior and Lord. It is early February and we are
enjoying lovely temps of 71 degrees, our idea of a very pleasant winter day. We hope you are finding good
cause to rejoice, if not in the weather, hopefully, more importantly in the joy of the Lord, who is your strength.
Keep praying with us as we are beginning to, by faith, make plans for a trip back into Europe. Our
hopes are to minister through teaching, preaching and encouraging folks. This time we hope to go into three
countries, Italy (up north and way down south to Sicily), Germany to see a Turkish pastor and his German wife
that we worked with in the Marmaris area of Turkey and then back to Hungary. Specifically, pray that we are
able to hop via military transport from one of the southern states on the east coast into Europe. As you pray
remember that means space available with retirees having the lowest priority. Our beginning target is midApril. Traveling this way is an economic blessing, and we usually get interaction with lots of military members
and their families in the air and as we wait in the terminals. A few examples from our past travels are when an
older soldier approached Shirley and asked if she would just talk with him for a while, saying he’d been called
up from the reserves and hadn’t been deployed before and it had been a while since he’d been able to talk to a
lady his wife’s age in months. Thankfully he was headed back home. We have been able to encourage people,
assist some wives traveling alone with their children, because their husband was deployed. Once we helped
a young wife with her infant son and her 3-year-old daughter. Quickly her daughter began calling us grandma
and grandpa. Military people overseas don’t usually have the luxury of being around their grandparents or any
older people, for the most part, so we were pleased to be given that honor. We have been asked for advice
about all kinds of things and been able to pray with folks because they knew we had lived the military life and
could understand.
Currently, we have students from A Haz that are on a break from their university studies and have
decided to go on a mission trip into 10/40 countries to minister the love of Jesus. Both Africans and Asians have
gone and their team leader has shared a couple of updates with us. We were encouraged and hope you will
also be encouraged. “They both preached the Good News and were surprised to find that the people were so
open to talk about Jesus as the Messiah. Many received hospitality beyond their expectation, being invited into
their very modest homes. Some of the team have been unwell and need your prayers for their well-being.”
Please pray for these young people who have given up time from their demanding college studies as they
have been drawn by the Holy Spirit to go and share the Good News of Jesus. For most this is their first time in
a mission’s environment. We are so excited for them and believe that God is touching their hearts towards His
call in ministry, that will produce not only fruit where they are currently, but will also bear fruit when they get
back to Hungary, instilling a holy boldness and conviction to share on campus and in Debrecen, Hungary which
is also a needy missions field.
Continue on back...
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As Shirley prepared my 72nd birthday feast this week, she said as soon as the aroma of the Icelandic
roasted leg of lamb she had spiced with garlic, her Mom’s famous seasoning salt, and ground marjoram
began to fill our home, she was transported in her mind to Disa’s kitchen in Keflavik Iceland. Lamb is a special
holiday meal. That vivid memory triggered by a delicious aroma caused her to ponder with an ever-deepening
appreciation to the Lord for giving us 5 senses that make our lives much fuller. For me, no birthday is complete
without a moist chocolate layer cake with dark creamy chocolate icing and topped with vanilla ice cream. To
share in the feast, our dear friends, Jan and Wendell came over as did our neighbors, Tom and Phyllis. We
ended our evening in prayer for Tom who shared the evidence of God’s peace afterward. He recently heard the
devastating news that for the third time in his adult life he has been diagnosed with another brain tumor. Please
join with us in faith and prayer for healing for Tom, and the 8 friends we know that struggle with Parkinson’s and
for our dear friend, Pastor Jerry, who is battling cancer.
Shirley’s cousin, Kathi’s husband recently passed away. She sent us a copy of the eulogy that her son
wrote that was filled with a treasure house of sweet memories and was so honoring to his dad. Shirley wanted
to share her favorite part. “Dad took me to Germany when I was in high school and he showed me all these
great sights and we had a really wonderful time. We went, on one of our last nights there, to an old Bavarian
church where we saw Beethoven’s 9th Symphony performed. It is an hour-long and has a full orchestra and
choir. It’s an hour-long but people mostly know the last movement, the fourth movement. That’s the big one,
Ode to Joy. It starts with this gnashing turbulence before breaking into a celebration of God and His universal,
loving nature. But before this joyful piece, you hear the third movement. The third movement is very slow,
and serene, and so, so peaceful. So we are in this old church and hear this slow, serene peaceful piece. It is a
shimmering moment. The movement ends and Dad leans over and whispers, “You know, I always forget how
much I like this part. I might like the third movement even more than the finale.” And the conductor lets loose
and the fourth movement is going and 25 minutes later the entire church is on its feet clapping and cheering.
Dad leans over again and says, “Oh, I was wrong, the fourth movement is much better.” Then Kevin concluded
his Dad’s eulogy with saving the best for last. “While we celebrate Bob’s life, let us remember this, his time with
us here on Earth was just that third movement. Beautiful and moving and a gift to us, but nothing compared to
the glory and joy of his eternal life with God.”
Can you hear the music, the applause, are you visually able to take in that scene? Please pause a bit and
borrow a few treasures from your storehouse of memories, enjoy the recollection. Keep hanging onto good
memories that enrich your life and release the hard ones to the Lord. Most of all, love the Lord your God with
all your heart and mind and strength so you will be ready to see Him face to face.
We love you and thank God for you and your continued encouragement and support to us as God
places us upon your hearts. You are precious to us and we deeply love you and care about you and God’s
ministry through you. Please share with us what God is doing and how we can join with you in prayer even as
you continue to faithfully lift us up in prayer.

Blessings,
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