
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints!


Mrs. Ma was coming close to the end of her long battle with heart disease. She had come 
to believe in Jesus a few years back and had been strengthened in her body many times in 
answer to prayer. Her faith in the Lord had become stronger and stronger but her body 
was getting weaker. When the doctor sent her home from the hospital to die, he sent 
oxygen equipment along to sustain her for a little while longer. The small group of believers 
in her village had been faithful to visit her regularly and pour out prayers for her healing but 
they knew her time to meet Jesus was near. When Julie and I went to see her for the last 
time she was lying on her bed laboring to breathe. She had quickly lost so much weight 
she looked like a different person. Family members and Jesus followers were sitting with 
her to comfort and encourage her. When we came in to join in praying for her she asked 
that we sing one of the Isaan worship songs she loved to sing. She insisted on being 
helped to sit up so she could join in as we praised the Lord together. Then she wanted 
another song, then another, and another. The presence of the Lord was so strong. I could 
see the deep love that the her sisters and brothers in Christ had for her. Not long after that 
she went to be with Jesus forever. 


I feel both sadness and joy as I recall that event. I feel sadness that Mrs. Ma wasn’t healed and isn’t still with us. I 
believe God loves to heal and have seen him do so many extraordinary things, but not everyone we pray for is healed. 
The Kingdom of God is not completely here yet. And I feel joyful that she came to know Jesus, the Lord of heaven and 
earth before her death, that she experienced the forgiveness of her sins and the love of the body of Christ.  One of the 
main reasons we serve in Thailand is because of the ultimate statistic: one out of one dies. We want everyone in Isaan 
to come to know the Lord before they pass into eternity. So many people in Thailand have no idea who Jesus really is 
and how wonderful it is to follow him. Thank you for helping us bring the Good News to them.


Mrs. Tam had not felt well for a long time. Her legs hurt her constantly and she 
couldnÕt work to help her husband in their Þeld. She had done everything she could 
to get well, had gone to doctors and the spiritual healers but had not gotten better.  
Her home wasn’t happy either. Her son had moved to another country and for many 
years had not contacted them. She and her husband were not getting along. Then 
someone from our group of believers in her village told her about how Jesus had 
helped her and then gave her a gospel booklet. Mrs. Tam told her friend she would 
love to hear more. Some of our team heard that she was hungry and went looking 
for her. When they had shared the gospel she was eager to pray. She soon was well 
and began growing in her faith. Her husband, Mr. Sawai, was impressed that she 
was healed and that she was changing for the better. But he was skeptical about 
this new way. One day he said, “If you believe in Jesus why don’t you ask him to 
get our son to contact us!” Mrs.Tam began to pray everyday that her son would call 
even though it had been years since they had heard from him. In just of few days he 
called and even sent them some money! That miracle open Mr. Sawai’s heart and he 
began to believe and follow Jesus too. The Lord has helped them in their marriage too. They love each other and want 
to do everything together. Praise God for his power to save and change us!

Thank you for joining hands and hearts with us! Your support makes it all possible.. We love you!  Bill and Julie 
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Mr. Sawai and Mrs. Tam’s Baptism


