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 I have to admit that, even at my age, there is still a lot to learn.

The renewal of my work visa was refused because the hospital tried to deceive the 
government with paperwork and it didn’t work.  (I had warned them.)   So, March 6, I 

went across the border to Laos and became a….tourist.  I also lost my work permit (green 
card).  I haven’t worked this month.  

It’s a long story but…..an appointment is now required by the Thai consulate in 
Laos to apply for a visa.  On the 10th, the first available appointment was on the 20th.  

Since then I have heard the wait is now up to two months.   
Before going to the appointment, I wanted to make sure I had all my 

documents, especially one for the work permit department.  Personnel assured me 
everything was okay.  Last time I applied for this visa, I was missing a document 
from the work permit people.  Every time I cross the border to Laos, I have to pay 
$53 US for a visa, even if I only stay one hour as I did the first time this month.  

At the Thai embassy in Vientiane on Wednesday, they once again rejected my 
visa application due to the lack of a letter from the Department of Labor.  I thought 

I was going to have to go to another country to apply for the visa next time because of 
the lack of appointments here for 2 months.  After buying some internet time, I talked with the 

office.  She faxed the application form for the needed document, not the document itself.  That all 
took place before noon.  

Then the Department of Labor said it would take 3 days to get a letter…..which means, I might not 
get it until Monday afternoon, apply next Tuesday and receive it the following day.  I tried to be calm…

which is not always easy for me, especially when I feel I have not been listened to.  I did not raise my voice but 
I paced back and forth like a hungry lion.  

Personnel told me that the Department of Labor did not understand that I would be out of the country, and so 
they agreed it was their mistake and they produced in less than 24 hours. The embassy staff allowed me to come on 
Thursday without an appointment.   Then personnel emailed it to me via Line…and I paid to have it printed off and my 
application was accepted today.  I will be able to return to Thailand with a proper visa tomorrow.  I start back to work on 
April Fool’s Day.  

I learned something in all this….better late than never.  While walking through Vientiane back to my hotel,  I 
looked for a tall building as a landmark.  I could not see the building because I was at street level with buildings 

which were not nearly as tall, but they were closer than the landmark.  I realized that by being surrounded by 
not really tall buildings, I was unable to see a much taller building.   And that as a Christian, my spiritual 
eyes must be centered on Jesus, who is much bigger than the small problems.  It doesn’t matter that I was 
at the embassy before 7 o’clock (so I could be first in line), waiting for them to open at 9 am.  Or that I had 

to wait until 10:39 for the letter to be sent.  I was okay with the possibility of staying in Laos until Tuesday or 
Wednesday if that was what was required to get my visa.

I have met with MD (whom I am discipling) twice this month.  Thank you for your prayers.  He is starting on a new 
level of trusting and obeying God.  He is committed to treating his wife kindly even if he doesn’t really love her, to obeying 
God who told him to write his book and to quit smoking.  I have joined in to stop my own procrastination on several 
things.  We are holding each other accountable.  Pray for us.

Blessings to each one of you who have been praying and/or giving.  God is doing a work in Thailand through our 
combined efforts.  Pray that I will depend on Him more and more.  It is easy to get used to a place and then….think you 
don’t need Him for the “easy” stuff.

Have a blessed Easter.

- Karen


