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ERNIE KNOWS CLOTHES . . . AND SO MUCH MORE!
Warm Homes & Warm Clothes Urgently Needed as Winter Approaches 
By: Dr. Joe Savage, Founder & Executive Director, Roads of Hope

In 2006, I moved from central Florida to Cleve-
land, Ohio. When the frigid winds of Lake Erie 

began to blow and the temperatures began to 
fall, I quickly grasped that it was time to pack 
away my flip-flops and go buy me a coat and 
knit cap. I went to the mall, picked out a few 

nice-looking items, and felt I was “blizzard ready.” Well, after about a week 
of shivering, quivering, and refusing to go outside, I came to grips with the 
realization that I had wasted a bunch of money on clothes that looked warm 
but weren’t warm! 

For a while, I figured I could survive the cold. But the morning a cup of Moun-
tain Dew I had left in my car overnight was frozen solid, I knew it was time to 
go shopping. This southerner was not going to spend another day cold!

Walking into the men’s department at Macy’s, I began to look for wisdom 
more than winterwear. Suddenly out from behind a rack, wisdom appeared! 
He was a thin older gentleman looking quite distinguished. He no doubt had 
survived many a Cleveland winter and his presence was proof that he was 
not one to run from the brisk Lake Erie winds, as so many do in the annual 
“snowbird” migration when northern retirees seek warmth in sunny places 
like Orange Beach, Alabama. 

“Sir,” I embarrassingly stated, “I am from the deep south and I need your help.” 
Certainly, this man of wisdom whose brass nametag glistened, “ERNIE,” knew 
the whereabouts of my origins the moment I spoke with an accent flowing 
with warm buttery grits and sweet iced tea. 

“Mr. Ernie, will you teach me the difference between winter clothes that look 
warm and winter clothes that actually are warm?” My question brought a 
look of seriousness upon Mr. Ernie’s face, similar to the look a southern man 
gets when he is told his dog is sick. 

Immediately, this man of wisdom began to teach me everything imaginable 
about winter clothes. For two hours, I touched fabrics, read labels, and tried 
on clothes. His enthusiasm about men’s clothing was equal to any Alabama 
football fan’s response to the words, “Roll Tide.” 

On the Road

AN ORPHAN’S CHRISTMAS
Your gifts make a difference!

There’s nothing more heartwarming 
than seeing an orphan’s face light up 
as he or she discovers we have brought 
them a gift for Christmas. But there is 
also nothing more heartbreaking than 
an orphaned child without a home or a 
family on Christmas – or any other day 
for that matter.

Last year, you made Christmas a very 
special time for many children living in 
the government-operated orphanages 
of Moldova and Ukraine as well as the 
dozens of children living in Roads of 
Hope sponsored homes. Your gifts put 
smiles on faces and filled hearts with 
joy. 

This Christmas, we again anticipate 
delivering presents to lots of orphans 
while also telling them the real story 
about the birth of Jesus.

The number of orphans we will help, will 
be determined by the amount of money 
donated to the cause. Thank you for 
giving.
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From that day forward, I have never been cold from not having the right kind of winter 
clothing. Even when I go to Moldova and Ukraine when winter temperatures often 
hover in the teens, I am not cold. I had Mr. Ernie as my teacher.

I share this little story simply to say: 
Moldovan and Ukrainian winters are 
brutally cold. Orphans in these two 
countries are provided few winter clothes and the clothes are cheap. 
To conserve energy, most government orphanages maintain an inside 
temperature of about 60°F. The kids are fed warm soup almost daily, 
but does that really help when the blankets on the kids’ beds are paper 
thin and the children’s few showers per week are lukewarm at best? 

We can help these kids have warmer clothes. We can provide them 
with coats, hats, gloves and socks. This I know we can do. We have 
been doing it.

We can also provide many orphaned children with better lives. We have the capabilities to provide alternative hous-
ing where children can live in a family-type environment while being cared for by some of the most loving house 
parents on the planet. I know we can also do this because we already are successfully doing it.

Tonight, ALL 40+ children in our care will sleep in a comfortable bed with a warm blanket and they will all have access 
to have a warm shower and a warm meal. They will each be prayed for. They will each be encouraged. And they will 
each be given a loving hug goodnight.  

Without you, these kids would be cold and hungry tonight, hopelessly living in an orphanage. These kids are not, 
however, because you are providing them with a better life. Thank you so much!

I do want to tell you about two urgent needs associated with the kids. First, we immediately need to purchase wood 
and coal to warm each of our children’s homes. We estimate it will cost $1,950 to heat each house. We have five 
houses. Also, some of our newer kids need some winter clothes.

Please pray and ask God to provide you with some extra money to give to this important need. I know you love 
these kids just as I do. Please help me in making certain the kids are staying warm and also, please think about giving 
a Christmas present. They would be grateful. 

On behalf of the orphans,

-Joe Savage
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GIVE WOOD & COAL TO AN ORPHANS’ HOME!
Suggested Donation: $1,950 or any amount

GIVE WINTERWEAR ITEMS!
Winter coat for a child living in one of our homes. Suggested Donation: $52
Warm socks & boots for a girl living at the Emmanuel House. Suggested Donation: $94
Warm hats for 10 orphans. Suggested Donation: $100
Warm gloves for 10 orphans. Suggested donation: $165

3  WAY S  Y O U  &  Y O U R  FA M I LY  C A N  H E L P  A N  O R P H A N  T H I S  C H R I S T M A S

GIVE A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO AN ORPHANED CHILD!
Suggested Donation: $40 or any amount

ROAD TRIP TO MOLDOVA
Dec. 30 – Jan. 8

Join Joe Savage in Moldova 
to distribute Christmas gifts to 

orphans. For details call 
850-453-3453.

S E N D  M A I L  T O  O R P H A N S !

If you would like to send a Christ-
mas card or letter to the orphans, 
please mail them to the address 
below. All mail must be received no 
later than December 15.

The children at the state orphanages love when 
we visit at Christmas

In partnership with :


