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“Anyone need a miracle? Raise your hand!” The atmosphere of the meeting just reached a point of climax as 
Pastor Pete boldly proclaimed that our God is a God of miracles.  Tears welled up in my eyes while we were 
worshipping, as I had been contemplating the condition of the Thai Isan villages that we had just visited. 
There, very few have access to places of worship and millions of the Isan people haven’t even heard of our 
great God. My hand quickly shot up thinking of the miracle of a church for every Isan village. The pastor 
continued, “As a church, let’s gather around those with raised hand, and lay hands on them believing God for 
the miracle they are asking for.” 
I felt embarrassed. Would I be out of place asking these church members to pray for a miracle that nineteen 
million Isan people would have access to worship God like we were experiencing that morning?  A woman 
in the row of seats in front of Karen and I approached us and quietly asked, “What miracle in your life do 
you want us to pray for?” The pastor’s voice rambled on in the background, “…, physical healing, emotional 
healing, financial breakthrough, …” I sheepishly spoke out the request and they graciously prayed for me. 
Later, Karen told me that thoughts about the Isan people’s lack of access to worship was passing through her 
mind at the same time. That experience happened over four months ago.
Then, this past weekend I had another experience. Karen and I took a trip to Los Angeles to visit the two Thai 
Churches where we served for two years before going to Ecuador. Lying in bed Saturday night, I could not 
shake off the story of Nehemiah. I imagined his saddened face as he was heavily burdened over the broken-
down condition of his home town, Jerusalem. Again, tears came to my eyes as I thought of less than three 
in one thousand Northeast Thai villagers knowing Christ.  Are these Los Angeles Thai believers aware of the 
state of the church in Thailand? Are they concerned about the spiritual condition of their own people? Like 
King Artaxerxes in Nehemiah’s story who parted with some of his wealth to send Nehemiah, would some of 
these Thai’s be willing to part with some of their wealth to send someone or maybe send us? Would some 
be willing themselves to return to Thailand to put their hand to the task of repairing the breach by bringing 
God’s kingdom to their own people? As we shared that morning, we had not realized how much the burden 
for the Isan people had gripped our hearts. They have become our people. Many who heard us responded by 
signing up to receive our newsletters. As we take steps to get back to Thailand, we are finding God’s presence 
reconfirming to us that this is His plan.  
Karen is now filing her resignation with the district declaring that she will be terminating her para-educator 
job on March 31st. In April, we will take another step of faith living completely off support generated from 
partners like you. We will also be traveling together to share our vision with people and churches to see 
who else God prepares to partner with us.  Please pray for all things to come together. Our biggest need is 
monthly financial partners and start-up funds. Pray also that God gives me wisdom and guidance in the next 
few months as I pass the baton of the Vancouver work over to the team here. Thank you for faithful prayers 
for us and our family and for your continued support.
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