
“What do you want to be when you grow up?”
“A cook on a ship.”
“Okay, well you need to study + be trained, so that’s at least 5 years away. What are you 
going to do in the mean time?”
“I think be a tile layer.”
“Why?”
“So that I don’t get bored.”

This was one of many conversations Yura had a few weeks ago on a biking/camping trip 
with 10 teens from Ananiv Orphanage + Boarding School. The majority of kids in the 

orphanages are not true orphans, but children whose parents send them there because it’s free. They are social orphans.

This ragamuffin caravan traveled 25 miles on donated bicycles. Some of the 
kids learned how to cook oatmeal + pasta for the first time (at the orphanage 
everything in the kitchen is done for them). 

When Yura asked about faith over the campfire, 
many expressed security because they were born 
into the Ukrainian Orthodox church, baptized in 
infancy, though they had only attended a handful 
of times since then.

He asked why the Orthodox cross has the 
diagonal line at the bottom,  but none of the kids 
knew. This opened the door to share about the two 
thieves crucified with Jesus. One trusted in faith 
in Christ + received eternal life in heaven (the line 
pointing up). The other chose eternity in hell (the 

line pointing down). None of the teens could grasp the concept of faith - 
how the thief didn’t DO or EARN anything.

Yura came back asking himself, “How long do we have to repeatedly live out 
faith for them to get it? How do I even do that?”

They understand through example and practice. The challenge? Positive 
examples are few. And worse, absolutely no Christ-like model. For these 
kids, things are not the best, because they have problems at home + the 
orphanage, but it’s not critical because they food + shelter.

Tomorrow is a thought, but next year isn’t on the radar.

Most of the kids have little vision for the future on this earth or in eternity, 
+ the kicker is that they’re not really looking for it.

The  next biking trip with the same group of teens is October 4-6! The children open up much more through a shared experience 
+ the deep conversations hopefully will cause them to think about the urgency of eternity. Would you pray for the futures of these 
teenagers?
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After many prayers, much discussion + a few tears (from Madison), we 
have decided to come back to the States for the birth of our sweet girl.

This was a heavy decision, for a few reasons.
   1.   It means leaving life + ministry  -putting relationships on a light  
         pause + missing out on camping trips with orphanages.
   2.   We’ll be pulling the kids out of school for nearly two months, plus living  
         transitionally during the adjustment to a new baby.
   3.   We’ll be traveling separately while Madison is (very) pregnant - we’ve never been apart for more than 2 weeks! We covet your  
         prayers for a continued healthy pregnancy, patience for both of us to solo parent for one month + grace to make transitions            
         smoothly. 

Madison + Mila will travel October 8. Yura, Chambers + Lev will fly November 5 (about a week before Madison’s due date). We 
plan to stay until New Year’s Eve, depending on how Madison + Baby are doing.

We will be staying in Orange Beach, but may make a trip to Birmingham. Look for more details in the next monthly update!
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--- Madison + Yura

We thank God for you!

1. Praise! The school year has started + they are all transitioning well! Pray for Chambers as he learns Ukrainian. He only speaks 
Russian right now, but all his lessons are in Ukrainian.
2. Pray for directors + staff at the orphanages in Odessa region - that God would send a believer to shine a light into their dark 
worlds.
3. Pray for local churches to say “yes” to Orphan Sunday in November.
4. Pray with us toward 100% so that we can remain in Ukraine long-term. We are currently at 
79% of our monthly support - if you feel led to partner with us, visit Globe to give! 

PRAYER REQUESTS

SCAN THIS CODE TO  
GO DIRECTLY TO OUR 
GIVING PAGE ONLINE! 
OR GO TO  
GLOBEINTL.ORG/PEREKOTIYS

ODESSA, UKRAINE SEPTEMBER 2019

THIS MONTH: 

++ School started in all orphanages, boarding schools, public schools + pri-
vate schools. Many teens we met last year + this summer have graduated 
and are headed to trade schools, which can be really scary. Please pray for 
their transition, overall environment + opportunities to interact with them.

++ Camp LELA celebrates 12 years! We had a great time gathering with 
volunteers from this summer for fellowship + the reveal of Camp LELA’s 
2020 Theme, Alcatraz: Free Indeed. We would LOVE to have you join us to 
serve at camp next year! Dates + registration for individuals + groups will 
be posted soon at www.heritageua.org 

THE PEREKOTIYS

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL! THANK YOU FOR PRAYING FOR ALL OF US STARTING THIS 
NEW ADVENTURE. CHAMBERS EVEN RECITED A UKRAINIAN POEM AT HIS OPENING 

DAY PROGRAM!

IMPORTANT FAMILY UPDATE!


