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For us, Member Care is not just another job that we do 9 to 5, and then forget. Member care is a calling, and has 
become a lifestyle. Because of this calling, we attended a wedding this month, but that is not where it began…
 
Once upon a time, a long, long time ago a couple with two young children returned from the mission field. Because 
they had been in a foreign land many years, they knew what it felt like to learn a new language and to make a life in a 
strange culture. They knew how terribly alone, left out, and forgotten it could feel as a missionary. They began to write 
letters to missionaries from the church where they attended. They wrote letters to people they had never met, because 
they knew what it was like to receive mail from “home”. One of the families wrote back, surprised that someone would 
make an effort to reach out to a stranger. 
 

When the missionaries returned on home leave, they made it a priority to meet this 
family that had shown interest in them and their ministry. The caring couple took the 
missionary teens to the local Christian bookstore to each choose a CD with new music 
that they couldn’t get when they were away (no internet back then). When one of the 
teens grew up and got married they attended the wedding in that other country.
 
The relationship continued so when the missionary wife was diagnosed with cancer this 
couple fought alongside them in prayer. They even made international phone calls to 

encourage her. She conquered the cancer, not once but twice, but she had no energy for fighting the harsh side effects 
of the medicine. In the final weeks, she rarely spoke, but her husband said that every time she got their phone call and 
heard their voice she would smile. 
 
Since they had also built a relationship with the kids, at the mother’s memorial service in the 
States they were the first to hear the news that one of the married daughters was pregnant. 
The caring woman made long trips to be there each time for the births of the daughter’s two 
sons.
 
It has been more than 20 years since we first met this family. Now the youngest daughter (the 
baby in the picture above) was getting married and we needed to be there, because that is 
what the family of God does.
 
Member care for missionaries should be, and is, caring for members of the body of Christ that 
are sharing the Good News of God’s love around the world. When you pray for and support our 
ministry this is what you make possible. - Ken & Becky Holderman


