
NEWS FROM THE HOLDERMANS

They came to our home. They came to see the Amish, (not in our home). We gladly invited them because they are a new family 
with our organization. The Barnes family lives in Texas, when they are not on the mission field in the mountains of Mexico.

Globe does not yet have many missionaries from the Midwest. Most of the time we go to the southeastern part of the United 
States. That is why we make such an effort to attend candidate school and retreats in Pensacola FL. Just last February we 
met the Barnes family at candidate school. They have five children. They 
have already served 2 years with another organization in Mexico. God 
urged me to pray specifically for their eldest son, 15, which I did at the 
commissioning service in Feb. Since then I have tried to stay in touch with 
him by email. 

We met them for lunch at the Blue Gate Restaurant in Shipshewana, IN 
, and we showed them around. The kids got to ride an old-fashioned 
carousel . Then all 9 of us spent the afternoon and evening in our little 
home in Goshen, IN. Their son even taught me how to play Minecraft. 

BRAIN SURGERY
One year ago, in January of 2018, I had my first appointment  with a Parkinson Movement Disorder specialist in Chicago.  Now 
the implant surgery is done, and by the time you receive this letter, my tremors should be mostly gone and  I will be in the fine 
tuning stage, getting the most benefit with the least side effects.  We have seen God’s hand  throughout the process and I want 
to give Him all the praise.

What do I look forward to the most, when it is turned on? It is hard to imagine how it will be. Over the last 8 or 10 years I 
have gradually had to give up much of what was important to me. Loss of fine motor skills affected  my ability to paint, type, 
handwrite a note, play guitar, take photos, even  buttoning shirts and eating in public. I think I most look forward to being able 
to be busy, to help others again, to turn things down rather than be forced to give things up. During this time I have learned that 
I need others, and that I am more than what I do. I learned thankfulness and appreciation for all that my wife, and others, did 
for me. I have gained compassion and understanding for those who live with limitations. I don’t long for the good old days, I 
look forward to the better, new days ahead.

Caring for Missionaries Around the Globe | JANUARY 2019

Spending time together builds friendships.
Friendships make all of us stronger.

- Ken & Becky Holderman
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