
Jonathan and his two little brothers, Harsin and Yelkin, were abandoned by their mother at a young 
age. They were left to be raised by their aunt who also treated them very badly. A neighbor who 
lived across the street from the aunt’s house noticed that the children were being mistreated and 
hungry. She told the Ministry of the Family and they removed the children from the aunt’s home and 
brought them to our orphanages, the baby Yelkin went to the infant Home Los Cedros in Managua, 
and Jonathan and Harsin were taken to Jinotega. 
 
The boys never gave up their dream of one day having a family and someone to call Mom and Dad. 
They also knew that adoption wasn’t for everybody, so they considered the children and caretakers 
at the orphanage their family. But we believe in miracles, and eventually a family from Pennsylvania 
adopted all three boys! It took only one year for the adoption process, and in 2014 they moved to the 
USA. 
 
It was quite the culture shock at first. To the brothers, the weather was terrible, the culture very 
different and they had a difficult time trying to fit in. Because of this, they dreamt of one day being 
able to return to Nicaragua. They eventually made a positive connection with a good church and youth 
pastor and they had also started experiencing a lot of different but excellent food! At first American 
food was hard to get used to, but after a month they were able to eat everything, especially fast food, 
with McDonald’s being a favorite! 
 
Not long after being in the US, Jonathan came down with Chagas disease, which is a tropical parasitic 
disease caused by the bite of insects known as "kissing bugs". The symptoms are mild in the first 
stages but can escalate over time and can become serious. Jonathan was very sick for 2 ½ months, 
went through surgery and a month of recovery. While going through this set back, he gave up his 
dream of returning to Nicaragua.  
 
Jonathan loved all variety of sports and became involved with American football, receiving a trophy 

for being the best beginning player! Although he enjoyed 
football, four years of high school seemed very long to him. 
The class subject that meant the most was studying English 
so he could better connect with his new family. 
 
As time went on, he realized his dream was not dead, and he 
was able to return to the orphanage in Nicaragua December 
2018 for a seven month internship! He is teaching English 
and computer classes to the children, helps to oversee 
the boys, and plans extra activities. The boys love to go on 
adventures and spend time with him because they know that 
he understands them and the trials they have been through, 
he is a kindred spirit they can relate to and admire. He 
passes on hope (and skills!) for a brighter future! He is now 
considering a long term future in missions work.
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"Speak up for those who cannot speak for them-
selves, For the rights of all who are destitute. 

Speak up and judge fairly, defend the 
rights of the poor and needy."

      Ps. 31:8
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Johnathan

Johnathan with his 
brothers and new dad.

How many friends does it 
take to keep a gringo safe  

on a ladder?
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A thank you note from Katty...

Translation : 
This is to someone very special. First I 
want to thank God for all He has done 
for me to this point in my life. 
 
Thank you Sandra for taking care of 
all of us, we are so grateful for you - 
every one of us thanks you from the 
bottom of our hearts. 
 
Well I wanted to write this because 
I am so thankful with God and with 
you and for the battle you wage every 
day to make sure we are all taken care 
of. And thank you for always thinking 
about us. 
 
God loves you and so do I! 
 
I am also very thankful for all the 
other people who help you to keep 
this center going - thank you! 
 
From,  
Katty
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