
This month, we were able to be with my mother on her birthday and Bill was able to speak at 
the church they attend.  He honored them in the message and I wanted to include it here.  “I 
want to speak a word of honor to James and Janie this morning.  We were serving with them 
in Topeka, Kansas. They were pastoring and I was his assistant. We had been with them 
about 6 years. We had three children already and we were just serving the Lord together. 
 Through a series of events, God made it plain to us that we were to serve the Lord overseas 

as missionaries.  What touched my heart was that it was really Janie who knew we were thinking and praying about going.  
And there was a missionary who had sent out his newsletter requesting someone to come help him. Janie got that 
newsletter and she saw that he had spelled out who he wanted and what kind of a person that person should be.  She said, 
“This is Bill!”  And she was so excited.  James and Janie were so excited for us to go to the Þeld.  All these years, we have 
raised all of our children overseas and we have lived there 28 years now.  There’s a price that the missionary pays, but 
there’s a price that the family pays. So we wanted to just say, “Thanks Mom and Dad.”   

The Þrst night we arrived in Pensacola we ate at a Þsh place. When we parked, Bill 
remembered living in the apartments across the street formerly named Sutton Place when 
he, with his mom and sister Þrst moved to Pensacola in 1973. Being a follower of Jesus, he 
wanted to Þnd a church so he looked in the yellow pages for a taxi to take him to a church 
he had heard about called Liberty Church. After that Þrst week, he found someone else in 
the complex who were members of Liberty and got a ride with them. Back then Liberty 
Church was on 57th Avenue. After two years of high school and two years of Pensacola State 
College he went to Liberty Bible College for ministry where we met and were married in 
1980. We were sent out from Liberty in 1981 to plant a church in Louisiana. Later, in 1990, 
when we received the call to go to Thailand, we connected with Liberty and Globe who sent 
us out and has supported us all these years. We are grateful for how God has used Liberty Church in our lives.

Globe and Liberty Church will be holding their mission conferences all across Pensacola 
during April 28th through May 5th.  We are excited to see many of you who can come out 
for these events.    Thank you for your love, prayers and Þnancial support.  We love you 
and thank God for you.  Bill recently gave the illustration, “You’ve seen the picture of a 
turtle on a fence post. You know that the turtle didn’t get up there by himself. And for us 

to be in Thailand, we haven’t gotten there by ourselves and we haven’t stayed there by ourselves, but there’s been people 
who have picked us up and have put us there.  And we honor and respect you. Thank you so much!” 

online giving:  http://globeintl.org/members/hughes-bill-julie
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Our itinerary for Stateside travels is listed on our website.  We would love to see you!  
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