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What’s New? Just about everything! 
 
April 26th through May 5th was Mission Week 
in Pensacola, Florida. Every year, Globe 
International, my sending agency, takes part 
in Mission Week. Many churches in the area 
participate and missionaries come from all over 
the world to share about their ministry and spend 
time with other missionaries. It was an amazing 
week, filled with worship, fellowship and messages 
of hope about ministries all over the world. 
This year’s Mission Week provided me with the 
opportunity to present Maarifa to participants. 
 

Maarifa is entering a new phase of development which involves 
a free online training course to become a Maarifa facilitator. 
Through this training program people all over the world can 
have access to and be trained to use the Maarifa curriculum. 
 
The Maarifa training course should be live by the end of May. 
This means that very soon Maarifa will be available anywhere 
there is internet connectivity! That’s HUGE! A large portion of 
the majority world do not have personal computers, they stay 
connected via internet cafes, in their communities. It’s so exciting 
to see God moving and opening doors for Maarifa to expand 
its reach. 
 
This postcard was created to help you and me raise awareness 
about the curriculum so that we all can help stem the epidemic 
of HIV among adolescents. Please go to my website https://
www.mymaarifa.org/resources and forward this electronic 
postcard to all your contacts. Help me spread the word about 
Maarifa! 
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continue on next page...

“Miracles are a retelling in small letters of the very same story which is written across the whole 
world in letters too large for some of us to see.” C. S. Lewis
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Our family is also doing something new. We will be moving to Zebulon, North Carolina in July. We are 
moving primarily for Daniel’s work but also because the Minnesota climate does not agree with us. We are 
in the process of buying a property where we can build a cottage for my parents, Robin and Joel Hasslen, 
who will be joining us when it is built, and their farm is sold. 
 
The downside to this is that we know very few people in North Carolina and no one in Raleigh, the nearest 
big city to Zebulon. That’s where all of you come in. Do you have friends or family in North Carolina (the 
closer to Raleigh the better) to whom you could introduce us?  
 
God has gone ahead of us in the area of relationships also. When we were in Raleigh in early May, we 
had dinner with friends of friends who said that their church is interested in starting house churches in our 
area. Being part of a house church is something we’ve wanted to do for a while and we are very excited 
about the possibility of joining them to be missionaries and spread the gospel in our local community. 
 
When life is in a state of transition and every aspect seems to be steeped in uncertainty, it is so comforting 
to know that God is our foundation, our rock.  
 
This is what the Sovereign Lord says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for 
a sure foundation; the one who relies on it will never be stricken with panic.” - Isaiah 28:16 
 
Maarifa teaches adolescents living with HIV that with God as their foundation all things are possible. And 
all things can be made new - even ministries, even new starts for families. 
 
We are never stricken with panic, instead we pray for God’s guidance, for wisdom and discernment. We 
are grateful for God’s goodness, provision, protection and patience with our weaknesses and failures. He 
knows the future and has gone before us. 
 
He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright 
and just is he. - Deuteronomy 32:4 
 
Thank you for your prayers and continued financial support in this season of transition! 

Please Pray :

• That the Maarifa training course goes live in a timely fashion 
• That many will share the Maarifa postcard with friends and family 
• For the evolving plans for Maarifa in the future 
• For a quick sale of our house in Minnesota and my parents’ farm 
• For a smooth transition for us all 
• For the city and people of Zebulon, NC, our soon to be home, a tornado touched down there on May 13th. 

- Jessica, Daniel and Nadia Steyn


